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City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

December 9, 2014 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
Members present:  Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Cari Girk, Henry Pepin and Tom Pedersen.   

Also present:  Public Works Director Jeff Leuer, City Attorney Paula Callies, Medina Police Chief Ed Belland 
and City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider.  

 

Mayor Koch noted Council Member Neumann would be arriving late due to parental obligations. 
Neumann arrived at 7:15 p.m., and was recorded as absent for voting until that time.  

 
There were seven people in the audience. 

 

SET AGENDA 
The agenda was approved with the following changes: 

 Replace Outdoor Furnace Permit Application under Monthly Reports/City Hall with Peddler 
Permit Application and place Outdoor Furnace Permit Application as item number seven 
under Action/Planning 

 Remove Copy Machine Lease Agreement  from Consent Agenda and place as item number 

eight under Action/Planning 

 
APPROVE MINUTES 

On a motion by Girk, seconded by Pepin, to approve the November 13, 2014 City Council Meeting Minutes 
as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

MEDINA POLICE REPORT 

Police Chief Belland presented the November police report noting there were 113 incidents with 81 
General Patrols, six winter parking warnings, two welfare checks and a couple speeding citations, among 

others.  Belland stated he expects large crowds at the Holiday Train event on Saturday and has Reserve 
Officers lined up for traffic and crowd control. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Resolution 2014-33, Donation from LORAM Maintenance of Way 

2. Voss Chicken License Renewal 
3. Hatcher Chicken License Renewal 

4. Choo Choo Restaurant & Bar Tobacco License Renewal 
5. Copy Machine Lease Agreement 

6. LORAM Portable Generator Agreement 

7. Audit Agreement 
8. Temporary Sign Application for Vinland Center Winter Walkabout 

 
On a motion by Girk, seconded by Pepin, to approve the consent agenda with item five, Copy Machine 

Lease Agreement, removed. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTION 2014-34, SETTING LEVY & BUDGET – TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING 
Clerk Treasurer Schneider reviewed the proposed General Fund Budget and Levy as set forth in the 

Resolution. 
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Mayor Koch opened the Truth in Taxation hearing at 7:09 p.m. 

No one from the audience came forward with comments for this hearing. 
 

On a motion by Pepin, seconded by Girk, to close the Truth in Taxation hearing at 7:10 p.m. 

Motion carried unanimously 
 

On a motion by Pepin, seconded by Girk, to approve RESOLUTION 2014-34, A RESOLUTION SETTING THE 
2015 PROPERTY TAX LEVY AND APPROVING THE 2015 GENERAL FUND BUDGET as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ORDINANCE 2014-04, FEE SCHEDULE FOR 2015 – PUBLIC HEARING 

Mayor Koch noted the change to the fee schedule pertains to the Special Meeting of Council fee, which 
would be raised to $1,100 plus expenses. 

 
Mayor Koch opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m. 

No one from the audience came forward with comments for this public hearing. 

 
On a motion by Girk, seconded by Pepin, to close the public hearing at 7:12 p.m. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

On a motion by Girk, seconded by Pepin, to approve Ordinance 2014-04, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
LORETTO, MINNESOTA AMENDING FEES FOR CITY LICENSES, PERMITS AND SERVICES as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
RESOLUTION 2014-35, SUMMARY PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE 2014-04 

On a motion by Koch, seconded by Pepin, to approve Resolution 2014-35, A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 2014-04 BY TITLE AND SUMMARY. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
RESOLUTION 2014-36, RECOGNIZING SERVICE OF COUNCILOR PEDERSEN 

Mayor Koch read through the Resolution recognizing the service of Council Member Pedersen.  Koch and 
Council Members Girk, Neumann and Pepin thanked Pedersen for his service to Loretto. 

 

On a motion by Koch, seconded by Neumann, to approve Resolution 2014-36, A RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING TOM PEDERSEN FOR 4 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CITY OF LORETTO. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

QUIET ZONE DISCUSSION 
Mayor Koch noted Wenck Engineer Claridge submitted a memorandum outlining the Notice of Intent 

comments received from the interested parties.  Public Works Director Leuer reported Three Rivers Park 

has stated they would cost share on PED gates 50% of overall costs up to $12,500. 
 

Mayor Koch stated there may be another option called Wayside Horn.  This option directs the sound of the 
horn toward traffic, giving some relief to residents and businesses from the noise of the horns. 

 

Council tabled the preliminary engineering agreement with Canadian Pacific Railway and directed Leuer to 
request an amended agreement that includes a Wayside Horn option. 

 
LMCC TAPING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

On a motion by Girk, seconded by Koch, to approve moving forward with taping of council meetings 
starting with the January meeting. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
OUTDOOR FURNACE PERMIT APPLICATION 
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On a motion by Koch, seconded by Neumann, to authorize Clerk Treasurer Schneider to issue the Outdoor 

Furnace Permit to Mr. Gary Koecheler. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

COPY MACHINE LEASE AGREEMENT 
On a motion by Koch, seconded by Girk, to authorize Clerk Treasurer Schneider to execute the lease 

agreement to replace the current copy machine with the Ricoh C401 copy machine. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

HOLIDAY TRAIN UPDATE 

Clerk Treasurer Schneider updated council on Holiday Train planning stating a large crowd is expected and 
volunteers are all set.  The Hanover Boy Scouts are volunteering to cover the hospitality this year in 

LORAM’s absence. 
 

SAFETY TRAINING 

Public Works Director Leuer stated he is planning to change safety training back to Safety Train as the 
Regional Safety Group through the League of Minnesota Cities is not working out. 

 
CLOSED MEETING AS ALLOWED BY MINNESOTA STATUTE 13D.05, SUBD.3(b) ATTORNEY 

CLIENT PRIVELEGE 
Discuss Potential Litigation Involving Gary Koecheler and Outdoor Furnace at 226 St. John 

Street 

No closed meeting was held. 
 

MONTHLY REPORTS 
City Hall  

PEDDLER PERMIT APPLICATION 

Clerk Treasurer Schneider notified Council of a Peddler Permit that was approved for Brandon Prell, a 
financial advisor with Edward Jones. 

 
COMPLAINTS 

Schneider notified Council of a complaint from a resident regarding a blockage of the train tracks for an 

extended time period.  Mayor Koch asked if the resident had been advised to use Canadian Pacific 
Railway’s Community Connect Line.  Schneider stated she had given that information to the resident. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS ASSISTANT PERFORMANCE REVIEW 

Public Works Director Leuer stated he completed a performance review for Dave Kottke and is 
recommending a 5% increase in his wages.  Leuer stated Kottke is a very valuable employee and deserves 

the increase. 

 
Council directed the Personnel Committee to look into budgeting options to support the 5% increase and 

bring a recommendation back to a future council meeting. 
 

Streets 

Public Works Director Leuer stated he is submitting a letter of support to Hennepin County for their 
application for funding for improvements to the County Road 11/County Road 19 intersection.  The project 

would add a right turn lane on County Road 11 and increased signage on northbound County Road 19. 
 

Water 
No items brought forward. 

 

Wastewater 
Council Member Neumann asked about the budget for chemicals and other treatments for the sewer 

ponds.  Public Works Director Leuer stated the budget for chemicals is approximately $17,000. 
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Parks 

No items brought forward. 

 
Stormwater 

Council Member Girk reported on the community meeting held by the Pioneer Sarah Creek Watershed.  
Girk noted this was a work session meeting.  One item of discussion was how to educate the public on 

taking responsibility of the watershed as a whole – how one person’s efforts can make a big difference. 
 

FINANCIAL 

December Bills 
On a motion by Neumann, seconded by Girk, to approve electronic check numbers 1880E-1900E and paper 

checks numbers 20912-20961 for a grand total of $80,655.80. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Monthly Balance Sheet 
Council reviewed. 

No action taken. 
 

YEAR TO DATE REPORT 
Council reviewed. 

No action taken. 

 
YEAR END TRANSFERS 

Council reviewed. 
On a motion by Koch, seconded by Girk to transfer: 

 $1,300 from the General Fund Attorney to Capital Fund Legal (101-41610-500 to 225-41650-39201) 

 $6,500 from the General Fund Planning to Capital Fund Planning (101-41910-300 to 225-41000-39201) 

 $12,000 from the General Fund to the Wastewater Capital Fund (101-41910-720 to 612-49450-39203) 

 $6,000 from General Fund Streets to the Capital Fund Streets (101-43100-500 to 225-41000-39201) 

 $22,400 from Water Fund Depreciation to the Water Capital Fund (601-49400-405 to 611-49400-39203) 

 $15,000 from the Wastewater Fund to the Wastewater Capital Fund (602-49450-500 to 612-49450-

39203). 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

YEAR END BILLS 
On a motion by Koch, seconded by Neumann, to authorize payment of the 2014 year end bills on or before 

12/31/14 and have available for the January 2015 Council Meeting. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

OTHER 
Mayor Koch invited Council Members to join the Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities meeting to 

be held on December 10th at the Choo Choo. 
 

ADJOURN 

On a motion by Pedersen, seconded by Pepin, to adjourn at 8:27 p.m.        
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

 

___________________________   ________________________ 
Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


