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City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

November 15, 2022 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Members present:  Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Damon Canaday, Brenda Daniels, Greg 
Elsen, and Melissa Markham. 

 
Also present:  Medina Police Sergeant Kevin Boecker, Stantec Engineer Nick Wyers, and City Clerk 

Treasurer Mary Schneider.  

 
There were five people in the audience. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. SET AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2022 
regular council meeting as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
5. MEDINA PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT 

Sergeant Boecker presented the October Police Report, noting 129 total calls for service, of which 
103 were general patrols. Boecker reported there is a security plan in place for the Holiday Train 

event, with reserves committed and two new Community Service Officers (CSO’s) who will also 

participate. 
 

Mayor Koch asked about the procedure for public safety support when there is an issue at the 
railroad tracks. Boecker stated his department comes to assist with traffic control until CP Rail can get 

there to resolve the problem. 
 

6. OPEN FORUM 

Connie Scheibe, 90 Pondview Drive, spoke on behalf of herself, her husband and two other neighbors 
who were present at the meeting. Scheibe expressed support of moving forward with engineering for 

cleaning out the stormwater ponds, stating it is important to the neighborhood and to the 
community. Scheibe noted that with the drought this summer the pond behind her home is dried up 

and suggested this might save money on the engineering side with the water level being so low. 

 
7. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Resolution 2022-27, Approving Mayor’s Monarch Pledge for 2023 
b. Resolution 2022-29, Designating 2023 Polling Place 

 
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Canaday, to approve the CONSENT AGENDA as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
8. ACTION/PLANNING 

a. Resolution 2022-30, Approving ARPA Expenditure for Microphones 
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On a motion by Canaday, seconded by Markham, to approve Resolution 2022-30, A RESOLUTION 
OF THE CITY OF LORETTO APPROVING AN EXPENDITURE OF CORONAVIRUS LOCAL FISCAL 

RECOVERY FUND ESTABLISHED UNDER THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT, approving up to 
$3,500 for microphones. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
b. Resolution 2022-31, Canvasing 2022 Election 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to approve Resolution 2022-31, A RESOLUTION 
APPROVING CANVASS OF RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF THE MUNICIPAL 

ELECTION HELD ON NOVEMBER 9, 2022. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

c. Resolution 2022-32, Establishing Standards for Assessment Deferrals 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve Resolution 2022-32, A RESOLUTION 

ADOPTING STANDARDS FOR DEFERRAL OF A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PURSUANT TO MINN. 
STAT. § 435.193. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
d. Resolution 2022-33, Approving Deferrals for Assessments 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to approve Resolution 2022-33, A RESOLUTION 
APPROVING DEFERRAL OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 2021 STREET IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

e. AMI Meter Reading Quote and Agreement 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Canaday, to approve moving forward with the quote at 

$36,554 for the AMI Meter Reading System, authorizing the Mayor to execute the service 
agreement, and fund the purchase split evenly between the Water and Wastewater Capital 

Funds. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

f. Engineering Proposal for 2023 Projects, Pedestrian Ramps, Sidewalk, Watermain Replacement, 
Ditch and Pond Cleanouts 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve the 2023 City of Loretto 

Improvements engineering proposal for Projects A, B, B-1, C and D. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve funding the 2023 City of Loretto 

Improvements engineering proposal for Projects A, B, B-1, C and D as proposed in the Project 
Funding Worksheet. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
g. Funding for Water Treatment Feasibility Engineering 

On a motion by Koch, seconded by Daniels, to approve funding the Water Treatment Feasibility 
Engineering, approved at the September 13, 2022 council meeting, with $5,000 from the 2023 

engineering budget and $44,200 from ARPA Funds. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

h. Funding for MXU Radios 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Canaday, to approve the funding of the MXU Radios 

approved in April through the Wastewater Capital Fund. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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9. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Holiday Train – December 14, 2022 

Mayor Koch noted the Holiday Train will arrive at 4:15 p.m. on Wednesday, December 14th with 
the performance from 4:30-5:00 p.m. Loretto activities will run from 3:00-5:00 p.m. The next 

planning meeting will be on November 22nd, noon at City Hall. 

 
b. Met Council System Statement 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

10. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS 
a. City Hall 

1) Additional Meeting Logs 

Schneider requested additional meeting logs be turned in by December 9th and noted that 
any further meetings attended after that date should be included in 2023 meeting logs. 

 
2) 2023 Council Meeting Schedule 

Council reviewed sample Truth in Taxation notices. Schneider noted that the Proposed Levy 

was set with a thirteen and a half percent increase. Since September, the Council has worked 
to reduce the increase to six and a half percent. Schneider noted the final levy will be set at 

the December council meeting. 
 

3) Regulation of Edible Cannabinoid Products 
Schneider stated that many Minnesota cities are adopting ordinances designed to regulate 

edible cannabinoid products, including licensing and zoning. Schneider asked for council 

consensus on whether to engage the city attorney on drafting an ordinance for Loretto. 
Schneider stated the Drug and Alcohol section of our Personnel Policy will also need to be 

updated and noted she will bring forward a draft at a future council meeting. 
 

Council directed Schneider to bring forward a Moratorium Resolution to the December council 

meeting and ask the city attorney for an estimate to get an ordinance in place. 
 

b. Streets 
Wyers reported on the 2021 Street Project restoration, stating that Minger only watered the new 

seed once during the thirty days after seeding this fall. They have been notified that they need to 

provide a plan for spring restoration. If that is not completed satisfactorily, the City could use 
retainage funds to hire a third-party contractor to complete the restoration. Wyers stated that a 

resident notified city staff that they were going to hire their own contractor to restore their lawn 
in the spring. Wyers stated that should be discouraged as the City would not be able to use 

retainage funds in that manner. 
 

Koch reported on the Quiet Zone, stating that he has been in contact with a CP Rail 

representative about trains continuing to blow their horns at the Loretto crossing. The 
representative was convinced that the horn blowing at the Townline Road crossing was being 

confused with the Loretto crossing, so Koch sent him a video. The representative agreed there is 
a problem with the train engineers complying. Koch stated that if anyone hears the horns being 

blown to document the day and time and send the information to city staff. The information will 

be passed on to CP Rail so they can determine which engineers to contact. 
 

c. Water 
No items were brought forward. 

 
d. Wastewater 

No items were brought forward. 
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e. Parks 
Koch reported the Hennepin Youth Sports Facility and Equipment grants were submitted before 

the November 1st deadline. 
 

Schneider reported the City was awarded a Hennepin Youth Sports equipment grant in the 

amount of $9,450 from the spring applications. The grant is for hitting equipment at the baseball 
and softball parks. 

 
f. Stormwater 

No items were brought forward. 
 

11. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

Koch reported he attended a Future Fire Services Planning Group meeting and noted their next 
meeting is January 4th, 2023. Koch also reported on a Northwest Hennepin League of 

Municipalities meeting where the State Demographer was presenting about outcomes of the last 
census. Koch noted Minnesota retained its eight congressional seats by twenty-seven people. 

Koch also noted the seven-county metro area saw population growth of 313,000 people, which is 

eighty percent of the state’s total growth. 
 

12. FINANCIAL 
a. November Bills 

On a motion by Canaday, seconded by Markham, to approve electronic check numbers 4266E-
4294E and paper check numbers 24898-24950 for a grand total of $101,426.31. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. Monthly Balance Sheet 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

13. ADJOURN 
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to adjourn at 8:57 p.m.      

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 
___________________________   ___________________________ 

Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


