City of Loretto
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers
October 14, 2025

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Brenda Daniels, Jeff Leuer, Melissa
Markham, and Ben Scanlon.

Also present: City Engineers Nick Wyers and Joe Elsenpeter, City Attorney Jack Brooksbank,
Medina Public Safety Sergeant Kevin Boecker, ProLawns Owner Matt Rohman, Public Works
Director Jake Leuer, and City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider.

There was one person in the audience.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. SET AGENDA
The agenda was approved as submitted.

4. MEDINA PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
Sergeant Boecker presented the September report, noting one hundred seventy-four total calls for
service, of which one hundred forty-nine were general patrols. Boecker reported there was an
incident on Summit Avenue where a dog ran out and bit another dog that was walking on-leash with
an owner.

5. OPEN FORUM
No one came forward to speak during the Open Forum.

6. CONSENT AGENDA
Resolution 2025-28, Fun Fest Donations
Resolution 2025-29, National Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Day, October 15t
Resolution 2025-30, Adopting Premium Conversion Plan
Minnesota Paid Leave Policy, Personnel Policy
Wage and Salary Policy Amendment, Personnel Policy
Rest Breaks and Meal Periods Policy Amendment, Personnel Policy
Additional Compensation Policy Amendment, Personnel Policy
Insurance Benefits Policy, Personnel Policy
2026 Employee Benefits Summary
PEIP Insurance Proposal
Ratifying John Deere Gator Grant Application, Hennepin County Youth Activities Grant Program
Amending City Council Meeting Notes of August 26, 2025 Budget Workshop
. City Council Minutes of September 9, 2025 Regular Meeting
October Bills, consisting of electronic check numbers 5301E through 5339E and paper check
numbers 26456 through 26504 totaling $126,184.92.
0. Monthly Balance Sheet
p. Quarterly Financial Reports
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On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Scanlon, to approve the CONSENT AGENDA as submitted.
Motion carried unanimously.
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7. ACTION/PLANNING
a. 2023 Street Improvement Project ROW Restoration
Wyers reported the right of way restoration area of the project was evaluated and photos taken
earlier in the day and noted the contract requirement of growth is ninety (90) percent. Wyers
stated that most of the area meets that threshold, with the exception of 305 Edgewood Drive
that is situated with a south facing slope. Wyers stated the project cannot be closed out at this
time due to this deficiency. Council reviewed photos of the project area.

Wyers proposed coming to an agreement with the contractor to withhold retainage to cover
sodding the deficient area and then closing out the project.

Wyers also proposed requesting Omann apply dormant seed to the project area this fall to
encourage further germination in the spring.

Matt Rohman, owner of ProLawns, addressed the Council. Rohman noted the deficient area is
tough because of its south facing position. He stated that sod may be a good option, but the
drawback is that sod is typically Kentucky Bluegrass, which requires continual water and
maintenance. He recommended adding dormant seed that consists of perennial rye and fescue
that do not require as much water. Regarding bare spots that exist in some of the project areas,
Rohman stated that the grass will fill in with mowing, crab grass preventer, and pre-emergent
applied in the Spring.

Rohman stated that sod can be laid in the fall up until a hard freeze, but if there is limited snow
cover over the winter and the sod dries out, it will die.

City Attorney Jack Brooksbank stated the contractor is obligated to complete the project per the
contract specifications. As long as they continue to represent that they will pursue the restoration
the city needs to keep working with them.

Council consensus was to propose an agreement with the contractor to withhold retainage to
cover the sodding of the deficient area then close out the contract. There was also consensus to
complete the sodding in the Spring for best chances of success.

Wyers addressed planning for future projects, stating that the city could move to a sod model
with significantly more bid items around establishment, including paying for water, paying for
fertilizer, and paying for additional seed. These items are unpredictable and costs can add up
quickly.

Jeremy Van Beusekom, 305 Edgewood Drive, addressed the Council, stating he has concerns
about the grade of the hill and a hump and dip that exists currently. Van Beusekom stated he
would like that area re-graded as part of the sodding.

Council consensus was that the area needs re-grading when the sod is laid in the Spring.

b. Resolution 2025-31, Adopting Assessment for the 2023 Street Improvement Project — Public
Hearing
Brooksbank stated this Public Hearing and Resolution are the final Council action for the special
assessment for the 2023 Street Improvement Project and the final opportunity for affected property
owners to object to the amount of their assessment.

Mayor Koch opened the Public Hearing at 7:40 p.m.
No one came forward to speak during the Public Hearing.
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On a motion by Leuer, seconded by Markham, to close the Public Hearing at 7:41 p.m.
Motion carried unanimously.

On a motion by Leuer, seconded by Scanlon, to approve Resolution 2025-31, A RESOLUTION
ADOPTING ASSESSMENT FOR THE 2023 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.
Motion carried with Koch, Markham, Leuer and Scanlon voting in favor, Daniels abstained.

c. Quiet Zone Compliance
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve the submission of the Amended Notice of
Establishment for 24-hour Quiet Zone at the Loretto railroad crossing and authorize Mayor Koch to
sign the Chief Executive Statement on behalf of the city of Loretto.
Motion carried unanimously.

d. Republic Request for 2026 Rate Increases
On a motion by Scanlon, seconded by Daniels, to approve the 3.6% CPI rate increase request from
Republic to be effective January 1, 2026.
Motion carried unanimously.

8. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a. Fun Fest Report
Council reviewed. No action was taken.

b. Abdo Survey of 2026 Property Tax and COLA Increases
Council reviewed. No action was taken.

9. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS

a. City Hall
No items were brought forward.

b. Streets
Council Member Leuer stated he was contacted by the Medina Public Works Director regarding a
new Quiet Zone at Townline Road. Leuer stated there is a railroad crossing located in Medina’s
jurisdiction that provides access to a landlocked piece of property on the north side of the tracks.
Leuer reported that the crossing would need to be removed for a Quiet Zone to be allowed at
Townline Road and Medina is asking if the city of Loretto has a need for that crossing.

Council consensus was that the city has no interest in the crossing per se but would oppose any
new culverts being installed if changes need to be made to provide land access due to removing
the crossing. Leuer noted that those types of changes would need to go through the watershed
for approval.

c. Water
No items were brought forward.

d. Wastewater
1) Sewer Blockage Repair Costs
There have been no additions to sewer blockage repair costs in the past month.

Public Works Director Leuer reported the city’s wastewater inflow meter was recalibrated. Leuer
also reported that the Met Council was out to recalibrate their outflow meter but ran into issues
due to the restricted flow that is programmed for the meter. This creates questions about the
accuracy of the Met Council’s meter. Leuer stated he will forward the emails from the Met Council
to city engineers for review.
Loretto Regular City Council Minutes
October 14, 2025

Approved November 18, 2025
Page 3 of 4



Mayor Koch reported that Independence has been meeting with MCES about their wastewater
issues and recently the MCES agreed to take over a portion of the Quad City pipeline near
Highway 12 and that they will be upsizing the pipeline. More to come on this later.

Council Member Leuer stated that the MCES has shown some interest and willingness to
decommission Pond No. 3 of the sewer ponds. Leuer stated he will contact Kyle Colven at MCES
to discuss. Leuer also noted that per the agreement between Loretto and MCES, MCES is
responsible for the cost of decommissioning.

e. Parks
1) Grants
No items were brought forward.

f. Stormwater
1) MS4 Permitting Status
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to authorize staff to complete and submit the
MS4 Petition for Reevaluation and authorize Mayor Koch to certify the petition.
Motion carried unanimously.

10. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS
Mayor Koch reported he attended the Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities meeting with
Sheriff Dawanna Witt presenting on the state of the Sheriff’s office. Koch also reported the
Holiday Train will be stopping in Loretto on Monday, December 15,

11. ADJOURN

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.
Motion carried unanimously.

ATTEST:

Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer Kent Koch, Mayor
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