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City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

March 11, 2025 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Members present: Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Brenda Daniels, Jeff Leuer, Melissa 
Markham, and Ben Scanlon. 

 
Also present:  Stantec Engineers Kent Torve and Nick Wyers, ABDO Auditor Bonnie Schwieger, 

Medina Public Safety Sergeant Kevin Boecker, Public Works Director Jake Leuer, and City Clerk 

Treasurer Mary Schneider.  
 

There were no people in the audience. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. SET AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 
 

4. MEDINA PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT 

Sergeant Kevin Boecker presented the February report, noting one hundred seven total calls for 

service, of which eighty-eight were general patrols. 

5. OPEN FORUM 
No one came forward to speak during the Open Forum. 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Resolution 2025-06, Approving Participation in HCHRA Activities 
b. Resolution 2025-07, Approving ARPA Expenditures 

c. Resolution 2025-08, Approving LCCMR Grant Application for Water Treatment Pilot Study 
d. City Council Minutes of February 11, 2025 

e. March Bills, electronic check numbers 5087E through 5112E totaling $34,720.50 and paper check 
numbers 26162 through 26187 totaling $62,158.48. 

f. Monthly Balance Sheet 

 
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to approve the CONSENT AGENDA as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. ACTION/PLANNING 

a. 2024 Audit 
ABDO Auditor Bonnie Schwieger presented the 2024 Audit Reports. 

 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Leuer, to approve the 2024 Audit. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. Quiet Zone Compliance Plan 

Stantec Engineer Kent Torve reported that he is working on next steps to resolve the Quiet Zone 
non-compliance issues of median length and curb height. Torve stated that Stantec will investigate 

options and admitted he missed that the bullnose ends of the median that were requested by the 
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County are not compliant with Quiet Zone regulations. Torve gave a brief history of the Quiet Zone 
and stated that the County was a good partner in the development of the Quiet Zone medians when 

the bike path was installed. He stated that Stantec will schedule meetings with the County and the 
Federal Railroad Administration to develop a compliance plan on their dime.  

 

Mayor Koch stated that he feels the County should fix the curb height issue as they are not in 
compliance with the construction plans. 

 
Council Member Leuer stated he would like to be involved in the meetings as he was integrally 

involved in the whole process to begin with. Council consensus was to have Council Member Leuer 
serve as liaison for the meetings. 

 

c. County Cannabis Regulation 
Clerk Treasurer Schneider reported the County will be accepting comments on their proposed 

cannabis retail ordinance. Schneider stated concern that their proposed ordinance includes setting 
buffer zones that will apply to all cities who have delegated registration and compliance to the 

County, which Loretto has. Their proposed ordinance sets a 350-foot buffer zone for schools, day 

cares, residential treatment facilities or attractions within a public park that are regularly used by 
minors. Schneider stated her concern is that the County is seeking to usurp local controls on “time, 

place and manner” for retail cannabis sales by setting buffer zones. Setting such cookie-cutter buffer 
zones fails to acknowledge the individuality of cities. While a 350-foot buffer is no issue in larger 

cities like Medina or Plymouth, it is an issue for Loretto. Schneider stated this buffer leaves very few 
Traditional Commercial or General Commercial properties that would be eligible for a cannabis 

retailer. 

 
Council directed staff to submit comments to the County regarding the county setting buffer zone 

limits in their cannabis regulation ordinances. 
 

d. Community Tree Planting Grant Program 

Council directed staff to develop the grant application documents and bring to the April 8th council 
meeting for approval. 

 
8. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a. 2025 Open Book Meetings 
Council reviewed. No action taken. 

b. Franchise Applications for Cable Television, Midco and Comcast 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 

 

c. Local Tax Authority 
Council reviewed. No action taken. 

9. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS 

a. City Hall 
1) Annual Performance Review Reports and Recommendations 

Mayor Koch stated that the Council held a closed meeting during the Work Session held at 

6:00 p.m., prior to this council meeting, pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.05, subd. 3(a), for 

employee performance evaluations of City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider and Public Works 

Director Jake Leuer. Koch stated the Council gave good reviews for both employees. 

On a motion by Scanlon, seconded by Markham, to approve budgeted wage increases for Becky 
Coyle, Dave Kottke, Jake Leuer, Aaron Ende and Mary Schneider. 

Motion carried. Council Member Leuer abstained. 
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b. Streets 

Mayor Koch reported there are large divots on the bike path through town that look like there 
should be caps or something in place. He also noted there is an area of pooled water on 

Pondview Drive where the walking path meets the street. Public Works Director Leuer stated he 

would investigate both of those issues. 
 

c. Water 
1) Service Line Inventory Technical Assistance Application 

Council directed staff to apply for the Service Line Inventory Technical Assistance. 
 

d. Wastewater 

1) Sewer Blockage Repair Costs 
There have been no additions to sewer blockage repair costs in the past month. 

 
e. Parks 

1) Hennepin Youth Equipment Grant Application 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to approve the Hennepin Youth Equipment 
Grant Application as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

2) Parks Capital Plan – Lions Park Bathrooms 
Schneider reported the Parks Capital Plan consultants are looking for input from the Council 

about Lions Park Bathroom options. At the public open house the input was split on whether 

to 1) restore or update the existing stand-alone bathroom building, or to 2) eliminate the 
existing building and incorporate a public restroom into the public works building that would 

have a direct exterior access connected to the park.  

 

Council consensus was to include option two in the final concept plan. 

f. Stormwater 

No items were brought forward. 
 

10. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

Koch reported that he’s attending a Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities meeting 
tomorrow where the Hennepin County Assessor will be presenting. 

 
11. ADJOURN 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.      
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

 

___________________________   ___________________________ 
Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


