City of Loretto
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers
February 11, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Brenda Daniels, Jeff Leuer, Melissa
Markham, and Ben Scanlon.

Also present: City Attorney Jack Brooksbank, Public Works Director Jake Leuer, and City Clerk
Treasurer Mary Schneider.

There were three people in the audience.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SET AGENDA
The agenda was approved as submitted.

MEDINA PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
The Council reviewed the January police report. No action was taken.

OPEN FORUM
No one came forward to speak during the Open Forum.

CONSENT AGENDA

a. City Council Minutes of January 14, 2025

b. February Bills, electronic check numbers 5056E through 5086E totaling $37,922.35 and paper
check numbers 26117 through 26161 totaling $108,657.88.

C. Monthly Balance Sheet

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Scanlon, to approve the CONSENT AGENDA as submitted.
Motion carried unanimously.

. ACTION/PLANNING

a. Resolution 2025-05, Liquor License Violation Hearing — Warren’s
Mayor Koch opened the hearing at 7:03 p.m., stating the hearing is to consider a potential liquor
license violation, alleged to have occurred at Warren’s, in the city of Loretto, on December 18, 2024.
Koch asked if a representative of Warren’s was present, and two members of the audience
acknowledged themselves as representatives. Koch stated the hearing will begin with information
from City Attorney Jack Brooksbank.

Brooksbank stated the violation was found by the Medina Police Department while conducting their
routine compliance checks. During the compliance check, the server on duty asked for photo
identification, but did not check the date of birth and served alcohol to the minor. This is in violation
of both city code and state law, in which the license holder is held responsible for all violations that
occur on their premises. Loretto City Code provides for penalties of up to sixty (60) day suspension
of liquor license and up to $2,000 fine. Brooksbank noted the questions before the council today are
whether a violation occurred, and if so, what is the appropriate penalty.
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If the Council finds that a violation occurred, Brooksbank noted some things to take into
consideration when determining the appropriate penalty. Brooksbank stated the license holder has
been responsive with a letter to the city explaining the circumstances and how they have responded
to the incident with increased employee re-training. Brooksbank also noted a precedence with a
violation in 2017 at a different establishment in Loretto where the city council at the time did not
suspend the liquor license and imposed a penalty of $188.50, which were the city’s attorney fees
incurred for that violation. Brooksbank recommended a penalty of zero (0) days suspension of license
and $330 fine, which equals the attorney fees the city has incurred for this violation.

John Radford, Warren’s owner and liquor license holder, addressed the Council. Radford stated that
his establishment opened in 2019 and has not had any liquor license violation until this one. Radford
stated his employee was in distress from a loss but did not notify her supervisor and did not use
ESST to take paid time off, as she should have. Employees have been instructed to stay home and
use ESST when appropriate. Radford stated that his establishment focuses on food, with alcohol
served complimenting the food and are not in the business of serving minors. Radford stated he
believes in second chances and believes the employee has learned her lesson.

The server in question addressed the Council, stating that she takes full responsibility for her mistake
and stated this shouldn't reflect on Warren’s. She stated that she is a mother of three children and
would never serve a minor intentionally. She stated she hopes the city council will take all this into
consideration.

Mayor Koch closed the hearing at 7:13 p.m.

Council consensus was that a violation occurred and that there should be no suspension of liquor
license and that the penalty should be to cover the city’s legal fees of $330.

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Scanlon, to adopt Resolution 2025-05, A

RESOLUTION REGARDING PENALTY FOR LIQUOR LICENSE VIOLATION ON WARREN'S, upholding
the finding of a violation and imposing a penalty of zero (0) days suspension and fine of $330.
Motion carried unanimously.

Cannabis Regulation and Zoning

Council reviewed draft ordinances for cannabis regulation and zoning. City Attorney Brooksbank
noted direction from the Council is needed before final ordinances can be brought forward for
adoption.

Council reached consensus on the following items: no buffer zones are desired; keep hours of
operation at the minimum allowed under state law; limit retail businesses to one (1) per 12,500
residents; for temporary cannabis events, allow on-site consumption, but prohibit smoking of
cannabis products and events not allowed on city property.

Brooksbank stated he will make changes as directed and bring ordinances for adoption to a future
council meeting.

Council Workshop Training Options
Brooksbank presented options for training at a future council workshop. Topics included Open
Meeting Law, Data Practice, Gift Law, Conflict of Interest, and Roles of the City Council.

Council consensus was to consider the options and discuss whether to schedule a training further at
another regular meeting.
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d.

Quiet Zone
Public Works Director Leuer reported that he has been notified by the Federal Railroad Administration

(FRA) Railroad Safety Inspector that our Quiet Zone has failed inspection, noting three items of non-
compliance: missing “No Train Horn"” signs; medians are not long enough; and median curbs are not
high enough. Leuer stated he has already corrected the signage issue. Regarding the length of the
medians, the new medians were built with a tapered nose. For quiet zone safety standards, you
cannot measure the tapered section as part of the required sixty (60) foot length. Our medians
measure fifty (50) feet without the tapered sections, sixty (60) feet with the tapered sections.
Regarding the height of the median curbs, they are required to be six (6) inches high along the
entire length of the median. Leuer stated that ours measure anywhere from three (3) inches to five
and a half (5.5) inches.

Leuer stated that in the Hennepin County/Stantec construction plans, it states that the median must
be six (6) inches raised concrete median, and states "SEE MNDOT STANDARD PLATE 7113 FOR
MEDIAN APROACH NOSE.”

Leuer stated that the FRA acknowledged that this is not the construction season, so they are asking
the City to provide a plan and timeline for how the median and curb issues will be corrected. Failure
to correct these issues may result in the temporary suspension or termination of the Quiet Zone due
to non-compliance with regulations.

Council Member Markham noted that Hennepin County’s suggestion to correct the height discrepancy
was to mill the road down and asked why would we not add concrete to increase the height of the
curb. Leuer stated he was not sure if adding concrete was a viable option, but stated he does not
recommend milling the road down as that would cause issues with pooling water among other
issues.

Mayor Koch stated he has seen standing pylons in the median as a supplemental safety measure.

Leuer stated the medians before the road construction were compliant, with no tapered nose, but
that Stantec added the tapered nose at the request of the County due to maintenance and plowing
issues, but Stantec did not catch that the tapered nose does not count toward the length
requirement for a Quiet Zone.

Leuer stated the County’s position is that they built the median and curbs according to the
construction plans that Stantec signed off on, so they aren't liable to fix the issues. Council Member
Scanlon pointed out that the median is not built to specs since it is not six (6) inches high along the
entire length.

Council Member Leuer asked if the Council agreed that Stantec did not do the right thing, and is the
City going to hold them accountable for this? He stated that Stantec puts in several Quiet Zones
every year and the City hired them to get this done right. Council Member Leuer stated that the
Quiet Zone on Sioux Drive in Medina had the same issue with the curb not being at the six (6) inch
height and they added concrete to fix it, but it was a short-term fix that needed to be torn out and
completely redone after a few years.

Council directed Leuer to have Stantec come up with a plan to resolve the issues and to respond to
the FRA inspector.

The city attorney was dismissed at 8:38 p.m.
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8. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
a. West Suburban Fire Department 2024 Year-end Report
Council Member Leuer presented the year-end report. No action was taken.

b. Highway 55 Corridor Coalition
Council reviewed. No action was taken.

9. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS
a. City Hall
1) Performance Review Process
Clerk Treasurer Schneider noted that performance reviews will be conducted by Department
Heads over the next month and will present recommendations to the Council at the March
meeting. Department Heads will have their reviews by the full council at a closed meeting
before the March regular meeting, and the Mayor will provide a summary report with
recommendations at the regular meeting.

b. Streets
No items were brought forward.

c. Water
1) Watermain Break — Pondview Drive
Leuer reported the watermain break at 150 Pondview Drive was due to a leak at the fitting of the
curbstop on the homeowner’s side. Leuer noted the stack that serves as the shutoff for that
curbstop had multiple holes. Council Member Leuer stated that “hot” soils, or soils that contain
excess nutrients or are highly acidic, cause that kind of damage.

Leuer also reported that the booster pump that was discussed at the January meeting is being
rebuilt for about $13,000 and will be re-installed around the end of February.

d. Wastewater
1) Sewer Blockage Repair Costs
There have been no additions to sewer blockage repair costs in the past month.

e. Parks
1) Grants
Council reviewed options for equipment to apply for through the Hennepin Youth Sports
Equipment Grant and directed Schneider to work on the grant applications and bring them
back to the March council meeting for approval. Schneider noted the deadline to apply is
March 31%t, 2025.

2) Parks Capital Plan
Schneider reviewed next steps for the Plan, noting additional community feedback will be
solicited through the city website until March 1%, Then WSB will use the feedback to develop
one concept plan for each park that will be presented to the city council at a future meeting.

Mayor Koch stated he attended the Lions Club meeting earlier and they are having issues
with the water heater at the Lions Building. Leuer stated there is an electric tankless water
heater in the building. Council directed Leuer to look into it.

f. Stormwater
No items were brought forward.
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10. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS
Mayor Koch noted he attended a Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities meeting in
January and will be attending the February organizational meeting this week.

11. ADJOURN

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Leuer, to adjourn at 9:12 p.m.
Motion carried unanimously.

ATTEST:

Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer Kent Koch, Mayor
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