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News for Loretto City Residents 

The Canadian Pacific Railroad will once again  
be bringing their Holiday Train to the City of 
Loretto. The train is scheduled to arrive      
Monday, December 11th, 2017 at 4:15 pm.  

During the stop there will be musical performances  

aboard the train by Terri Clark, Dallas Smith and Kelly Prescott. 
 

Beginning at 3pm that day, local area businesses, community groups and volunteers   
will be hosting holiday activities on West Railway Street. This will include bon fires, 
rides on the kiddie train, the RE/Max Hot Air Parade Blower, and free hot chocolate   
and cookies. Show up festive in your best winter holiday hat and get your photo taken 
with the characters roaming the crowd. We hear Olaf the snowman will be joining us 
this year!  
 

Road closures will begin at 2:00 pm, with shuttle service and parking provided to and 
from the following lots: Loretto Ballfields and Sts. Peter and Paul Church. Please 
watch for signs and officers directing drivers on the day of the event. Limited      
handicapped parking will be available, please request the assistance of an officer.      
A poster and  map of the event are available on the city’s website.  
 

It’s all about helping those in need—please bring donations of cash or  

non-perishable food items. 100% of the cash and food donations go directly to our    
local food shelves. 
 

The annual CP Holiday Train has become part of the social fabric of many communities 
and an important fundraiser for their food shelves. Last year, the Holiday Train event 
in Loretto brought in over $22,000 and 1,500 pounds of food due to the generous   
community support. The Hanover Area Food Shelf is the primary participant and    
beneficiary of Loretto’s Holiday Train event. 5% of the cash donations are shared with 
each of the following food shelves: Maple Plain, Delano Helping Hands and RiverWorks 
Food Shelf in Rockford. 
 

MATCHING DONATIONS — 
 

21st Century Bank will match up to $1500 AND Eagle Mouldings will match up to an 
additional $2500 in donations! Stop in at the bank to make your contribution for 
the match. 
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Holiday Train 2017 

PLEASE BE SURE YOUR          

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS ARE ON FOR 

THE ARRIVAL  OF THE   

HOLIDAY TRAIN! 

 

PA GE  2 T HE  CIT Y N E W S LE T TE R  

Recycling News 

Upcoming Recycling Dates 
 

December 5th & 19th 

January 2nd, 16th & 30th 

February 13th & 27th 

March 13th & 27th 

Don’t Trash It, Fix It! Hennepin County Fix-It Clinics 
 

Fix-It Clinics teach valuable troubleshooting and basic repair skills, 

build community connections and reduce the number of repairable 

objects that are thrown in the trash. 
 

Bring in small household appliances, clothing, electronics and 

more. With free guided assistance, you can disassemble, trouble-

shoot and fix your item. No pre-registration required. Items must 

be carry-in-sized. Bring any parts and supplies that might be    

helpful. This event is family friendly! 
 

Examples of what can be fixed: lamp, vacuum cleaner, fan,   

paper shredder, electric kettle, sewing machine, toys, clothing, 

blender, mixer, wooden chair, smartphone, laptop, jewelry. 

City Council Meetings 
 

Loretto City Council meetings are held at 7:00 pm on 

the second Tuesday of each month at the City Council   

Chambers, 279 N. Medina St., Suite 260. 
 

Next Council meetings: Dec. 12, 2017, Jan. 9            

and Feb. 13, 2018. 
 

On occasion, these meetings 

are rescheduled. Please watch 

the City website and the City of 

Loretto bulletin board for     

notices of meeting changes.  

Upcoming Meetings 
Truth in Taxation Public Meeting 
 

The Loretto City Council will hold its Truth in Taxation public 
meeting Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2017 at 7 pm to discuss and adopt 
the 2018 Budget for all funds. The proposed levy for the   

General Fund is $383,480 (collectible in 2018), a five percent 
increase over last year’s levy. The final levy will be voted on 
and certified to your property taxes—divided amongst all 

property owners in the city. You should have received your 
proposed property tax statement in the mail around the    
middle of November that shows your proposed taxes for 2018.  
 

City Council will also discuss setting the fee schedule for 
2018, including considering an increase in sewer charges.     

An increase is necessary due to the wastewater improvement 
project the city is required to complete by 2020. 
 

Everyone is invited and welcome to attend this hearing.   
Written and oral comments will be accepted. Contact Mary   

at City Hall with any questions or comments. 

Upcoming Fix-It Clinic: 
 

 Saturday, December 9, noon—4 p.m., Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Long Lake, 2060 County Road 6, Long Lake , MN 

Events are held monthly, check: 

www.hennepin.us/FixItClinic for additional dates. 

Volunteers Needed: 

Do you have skills in mechanical, electrical or computer repair, soldering, sewing or general tinkering? Use your 

skills to help others learn to repair their items. Contact Nancy Lo at: nancy.lo@hennepin.us or 612-348-9195. 

Christmas Tree Pick-up 
 

Christmas trees will be picked up by Randy’s on Tuesday, January 2nd and 9th. Trees must be placed curbside 

by 6:00 am. Randy’s charges $8 for an unbagged tree and $10 for a bagged tree. The charge will appear on your 

February utility bill. 
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Recycling Schedule 
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UNWANTED HOLIDAY LIGHTS 
 

You can recycle your unwanted holiday lights by  

simply putting them in your single-sort recycle carts. 

Randy’s Environmental Services allows this recycling 

year-round. 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION SYSTEM 
 

The City of Loretto has a system in place so that       

residents and businesses can be notified of public 

safety information or local emergencies. You have   

the option of receiving a voice, text and/or email 

message. You may choose any or all of the options.  

We are able to add and update contact information   

at any time. This is a private listing, information will 

not be shared with any other entities. The sign up 

form can be found on the City of Loretto website   

under Helpful Info/Forms. 

Miscellaneous News 

CHRISTMAS CLOTHING DRIVE 
 

Eagle Mouldings & ISO Finishing are collecting gently 

used or new winter coats, mittens and hats that will  

be donated before Christmas to those most in need. 

Please drop off 

your items in the 

big red box in front 

of their building at 

50 Medina Street 

South. Thank you 

and blessings for    

a wonderful  

Christmas season. 

WINTER REMINDERS 
 

Parking Restrictions: Winter parking rules are in   

effect from November 1st through March 31st.          

On-street parking is prohibited on all city streets     

between the hours of 2am and 7am, except for    

Medina Street, where parking is prohibited between 

2:30am and 6:30am year-round. If at all possible, the 

city plow crew would appreciate having no vehicles 

parked on City streets when snowfall occurs during 

the daytime. 
 

Snow Removal from Sidewalks: Loretto’s city code   

requires that property owners clear the snow from    

their sidewalks within 48 hours of a snowfall. 
 

Snow Plowing: It is unlawful to plow snow onto    
or across any city, township, county or state road. 
Doing so is a violation 
of state statute. (Minn. 
Stat. §160.2715) 
 

Fire Hydrants: If you 

live near a fire hydrant, 

please keep it clear of 

snow and ice. 
 

Garbage Carts: Please keep carts at least 2 feet                                       

away from the curb to allow for snow removal. 

TOYS FOR TOTS 
 

The Medina Police Department, along with Medina 

City Hall, Loretto City Hall, Farmers State Bank of 

Hamel and 21st Century Bank of Loretto, will be 

drop off sites for the KARE 11, 2017 Toys for Tots 

Drive. Please bring a new, unwrapped toy to any of 

the above drop sites by Wednesday, December 13th. 

Call 763-473-9209 for more information. 

City Council Agendas and Minutes  

Notifications 
 

Stay informed on what is happening at City Council     

meetings. The city emails copies of council agendas 

and minutes at no cost to residents. We also         

periodically send information on voting and         

elections, civic events, and general happenings 

around town. If you would like to be added to the 

regular email notification list, send your request to: 

mschneider@ci.loretto.mn.us. 

ILLEGAL DUMPING 
 

Using someone else’s dumpster is                            

considered theft of services and trespassing.           

Both are considered crimes.  If you see someone doing 

this, please call 911 and report it. Dumpsters are     

expensive and are for the sole use of those who rent 

them.  Please respect your neighbors which include   

our local businesses. 
 

If you have something to discard other than household 

trash, please haul it to the appropriate disposal site.       

Two convenient disposal options where you can haul    

it yourself are: Randy’s Environmental Services in  

Delano (763-972-3335) and the Hennepin County      

Recycling Center and Transfer Station in Brooklyn   

Park (612-348-3777). At Randy’s you may also request 

pick up of bulky items. Contact them to determine the 

cost and hours of operation.  

http://www.ci.loretto.mn.us/
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY INFORMATION 
 

The Canadian Pacific Railway has offered the City of Loretto a Community Connect phone number for residents    
to report concerns regarding the railroad crossing. There is also a link below to an electronic form that may be 
submitted. In regards to the trains blowing their whistles, this is mandated by law and they do not have control 
over this issue.  
      

Community Connect - 1-800-766-7912 
 

http://www.cpr.ca/en/contact-us/community-connect-form 

Preventing Stormwater Pollution 

We 
 all live in a watershed — the area that drains to a common      

waterway, such as a stream, lake, river, wetland, or even the ocean — and our 
individual actions directly affect it. In Loretto, our rain and stormwater runoff 
flow to Lake Independence and Lake Sarah. Each newsletter will include guide-
lines you can follow to help make a difference in the quality of our local waters.  

Illicit Discharge is defined as any direct  or indirect discharge of anything other than storm/rain water 

into the storm drains. This is against city code and should be reported immediately to: Jeff Leuer at         

612-221-4963. See City Code Section 412:30 for details and  exemptions. 

Winter Stormwater Pollution Prevention Practices – What YOU can do! 
 
 

 Shore up your fall projects before winter so the spring rains will not cause erosion. Utilize the City compost/
brush site located behind Medina City Hall off County Road 24, which is free for Loretto residents. Leaves, grass 
clippings, and brush are all welcome. 

 

 To limit damage to sod, it is advised to place a marker along curb lines. 
 

 Shovel snow first to remove it from paved surfaces, like driveways and sidewalks, before applying snow  
melt and de-icing products. 

 

 Pile shoveled snow downhill of paved surfaces to help prevent icy and slippery conditions on pavement as 
snow melts and refreezes. 

 

 Shovel snow onto lawn and vegetated areas where melting snow can soak into the ground. 
 

 Limit the use of de-icing chemicals and products on sidewalks and driveways since they can readily flow  
into storm drains and streams as ice melts. They dissolve and seep into ground water where they can impair   
water quality, diminish soil fertility, damage plants, and harm aquatic life.  

 

 Use environmentally-friendly alternative de-icers, such as clean clay cat litter, sand, or fireplace/stove   
ash, to avoid the need for products that can have damaging impacts and be harmful to the environment. 

 

 Take a ‘Snow Day’. If possible, work at home or postpone errands on snowy days, avoiding trips on the road      
to help your community clear roads safely, and limit the need for excessive road salting and de-icing.  

 

 Sweep up after snowmelt and dispose of residual sand, grit, and litter to help prevent accumulation in 
streets and roadside ditches; clogged storm drains and culverts; and sediment pollution in streams.  

 

 Keep gutters and drainage pathways clear and free of debris to prevent snowmelt from backing up and  
forming ice in places where you want runoff to flow freely. 

 

Loretto Trivia from Fun Fest  

“Hollywood Squares” Game 

1. TRUE or FALSE:  The City of Loretto was incorporated in 1940.    TRUE, it was established in 1886. 
 

2. What Year did the Soo Line Railroad come through Loretto?  
a.  1886               b.   1906               c.   1940 

 

 The same year Loretto was established. 
 

3. TRUE or FALSE:  In the early 1900’s, a pickle cannery was located where Loretto Auto Reconditioning now stands.   
 

 FALSE, it was the site of a blacksmith shop owned and operated by Bill Murphy. 
 

4. Who were two of the landowners of the land originally platted as Loretto in 1886? 
a.  Alvin Schumacher and Theodore Koch 
b.  Anna Mary Becker and Peter Lerch 
c.  Ralph Schneider and Joseph Schlosser 
 

5. Which of the following businesses was NOT operating in Loretto in the early 1900’s: 
a. Koch’s Meat Market     b.   Winterhalter’s Saw Mill     c.   Scanlon’s Dress Shop     d.   Schneider’s Barber Shop 
 

 Richelle Scanlon operated a dress shop in Loretto in the early 2000’s 
 

6. Which member of our celebrity panel has served as the Loretto City Clerk?   
 

 Tom Grinnell, from 1963-1966 
 

7. TRUE or FALSE:  The apartment building that stood on the corner of Medina Street and West Railway Street was destroyed 
by a tornado in 2009.    

 

 FALSE, the APARTMENT BUILDING was destroyed by FIRE in 2009 
 

8. What was the Name of the Feed Mill that was on West Railway Street?  Loretto Feed & Seed 
 

9. What was the name of the coffee shop that was located at the current Montague’s Kitchen & Bar location? 
 

 RETRO ROAST 
 

10. What year was Sts. Peter and Paul Church established?  
a. 1850               b.   1867               c.   1886 
 

11. TRUE or FALSE:  The Church of Sts. Peter and Paul was originally located on the site of the Randy Elsen farm in Loretto.   
  

 FALSE. The original site is where the Sts. Peter and Paul Cemetery is located, the corner of County Rd 19 and Hamel Rd. 
 

12. TRUE or FALSE:  The house just south of the railroad tracks, on the east side of County Road 19, was originally the priest’s 
house and then a convent.    

 

 TRUE. The house was moved from the cemetery site to the current site in 1929.  Ralph Schneider, the town barber, pur-
chased the house in the 1940’s and he and his wife Rita lived there till 1982. 

 

13. Who is the current pastor of the Church of Sts Peter and Paul? 
a. Father Magner 
b. Father Belden 
c. Father Gallas 

 

14. What year was the Loretto Fire Department established?  
a. 1886               b.   1940               c.   1948 
 

15. Who was the first Fire Chief of the Loretto Fire Department (1948)?  
a. Hubert Heinzen 
b. Hugh Schmidt 
c. Ralph Schneider 
d. Nick Koch 
 

 Hugh and his wife Edie were married in 1946 at Sts Peter and Paul church. They went on to have 14 children.  Hugh also 
served on the Loretto City Council for 8 years and was mayor of Greenfield for 6 years. 
 

16. Who was Loretto’s first Mayor?  
a. Albert Van Beusekom 
b. Theodore Koch 
c. Alvin Schumacher 
 

 Albert was the owner of Loretto’s General Store from 1917 until his death in 1971.  He also served as the director of the 
State Bank of Loretto till 1953. 
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17. What was the date of the first Loretto Fun Fest?  
a. June 15, 1999 
b. September 16th, 2000 
c. September 14th, 2001 
 

The first planning meeting was held in March of 2000 for a “city celebration”.  
 

18. What was the last year Loretto Had a parade?   
a. 1976               b.   1983               c.   1986 
 

Our celebrity panelist, Joyce Koch helped organize the 1976 parade. 
 

19. TRUE or FALSE:  The Loretto Lions Club will celebrate their 50th anniversary in 2019.     
 

 TRUE, they were established in 1969. 
 

20. TRUE or FALSE:  The State Bank of Loretto was built in 1908 on St. Peter Street.   
 

 FALSE, the original State Bank of Loretto was built on West Railway Street in 1908 and the building still stands in its    
original location. 

 

21. What business is currently in the original State Bank of Loretto building?  
a. Landstyle Design 
b. RE/Max Consultants 
c. The Choo Choo  
 

22. Which of the following is NOT the name of a softball field in Loretto: 
a. Herb Koch Field 
b. Father Wolnik Field 
c. Phil Tabery Field 
d. Harry Smith Field 
 

 The name of the fourth field is Bob Koch field. 
 

23. As you all know, we are standing in the Arnold Klaers Baseball Field.  Which of these statements are TRUE about         
Arnold Klaers? 
a. He served as the Loretto Fire Chief from 1950-1975 
b. He served as Mayor of Loretto from 1960-1972 
c. He served as a President of the North Hennepin Baseball League 
d. He was inducted into the MN Amateur Baseball Hall of Fame 
e. All of the above. 

 
24. What is the longest streak of state tournament appearances for the Loretto Larks town team?  

Answer:  5 
 

25. What is the closest the Loretto Larks have ever come to winning the state championship? 
 

 They made the final eight in 2010 
 

26. What year were the Loretto ballfields built?    
a. 1966               b.   1975               c.   1983 

 

 

27. What was the previous name of the bar where Axel’s Tavern is currently located? 
a. Matt’s Bar 
b. Fritz and Joyce’s 
c. Tony’s Bar 
 

Our celebrity panelist, Joyce Koch, was the owner, along with her husband, Fritz. 
 

28. According to the Metropolitan Council, the latest population estimate of Loretto is 
a. 724                
b.   648                
c.   583 

 Save the date for the 2018 Fun Fest 
 

The date for next year’s Fun Fest will be  

Saturday, September 8th, 2018. Community 

input for the Fun Fest is encouraged and  

welcome. Please share your ideas for this fun 

family event. Planning starts in April. Contact 

Mary Schneider at 763-479-4305 if you would 

like to join the planning committee. 

City of Loretto 

279 N. Medina Street, Suite 260 
P.O. Box 207 
Loretto, MN  55357 
 

Phone:  763-479-4305 
Fax:   763-479-2685 

We’re on the web! 

www.ci.loretto.mn.us 
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LORETTO SNO-BIRDS 
 

Enjoy snowmobiling? Being a 

member of the Loretto Sno-Birds 

is a way to promote responsible 

and safe snowmobiling as well  

as supporting a first-rate trail    

system on which to ride.        

The club coordinates local rides 

and gatherings where             

information and friendships are shared.  
 

Anyone interested in snowmobiling is welcome to    

attend the monthly meeting, which is held the 3rd 

Thursday of the month (Sept. through April) at         

8 pm at the Choo Choo Restaurant and Bar.      

$30 per year pays for family or individual          

membership which includes both Northwest Trails 

and MN USA registrations. Please support the local 

trails and help ensure that the sport is not harmed 

by unfriendly laws.  
 

Participation in the club is a fun and rewarding   

experience. Come check it out!  

VACATION HOME CHECKS 
 

If you are planning a trip out of town, the Medina 

Police Department provides a “House Check” to 

Loretto residents. Call the Medina Police Department 

at 763-473-9209 to have your house placed on their 

list. The police will check your home by occassionally 

driving up the driveway and walking around the house 

while you are gone. If any problems are noticed, they 

will notify your contact person. 

http://www.ci.loretto.mn.us

