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City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

November 9, 2021 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Members present:  Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Damon Canaday, Brenda Daniels, Greg 
Elsen, and Melissa Markham. 

 
Also present:  Medina Public Safety Officer Chris McGill, City Attorney Jared Shepherd, City 

Planner Bob Kirmis, Stantec Engineer Nick Wyers, and City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider.  

 
There were three people in the audience. 

 
2. OATH OF OFFICE 

Damon Canaday was sworn into office by Clerk Treasurer Schneider. 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
4. SET AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 
 

5. APPROVE MINUTES 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve the October 12, 2021, regular council 
meeting as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. MEDINA POLICE REPORT 

Medina Public Safety Officer Chris McGill presented the October Police Report, noting 158 total calls 
for service, of which 115 were general patrols. McGill noted winter parking restrictions went into 

effect on November 1st. 
 

7. OPEN FORUM 
No one came forward to speak during the Open Forum. 

 

8. CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Organics Grant Award 

b. Siren Maintenance Contract Renewal 
 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Elsen, to approve the CONSENT AGENDA as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

9. ACTION/PLANNING 
a. Resolution 2021-39, Elsen 2nd Addition Preliminary and Final Plat – PUBLIC HEARING 

Planner Bob Kirmis stated Jerome and Patricia Elsen have requested simultaneous preliminary 
and final plat approval of a two-lot single family residential subdivision entitled “Elsen 2nd 

Addition.”  The subdivision overlays approximately 0.7 acre of land located south of Elsen Street 

and east of Medina Street South (County Road 19) and is in an R-1, Residential, zoning district. 
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Kirmis stated the southern one-half of the subject site is presently occupied by the applicants’ 
home.  The applicants wish to split the property such that a new lot will be created on the north 

half of the subject site which will accommodate a new home at some future point. 
 

Kirmis stated a 50-foot-wide westerly extension of the Albert Street right-of-way is proposed.  As 

part of the subdivision application however, the applicants wish to defer street construction 
within the dedicated right-of-way to a future date, possibly in conjunction with future 

development to the west of the subject site. In the interim period, the applicants’ home and 
future lot to the north would be accessed from Albert Street via a shared driveway. Kirmis stated 

staff is supportive of the requested deferment provided assurances are in place that will ensure 
the future construction of the street segment, which will not be a city expenditure.  

 

Kirmis stated the south lot is presently occupied by the applicants’ home, which is accessed from 
the east by a private driveway. Both lots meet the minimum lot area requirements in the city 

code and will either meet or have the ability to meet setback requirements. 
 

Kirmis noted a Development Agreement is also being considered for approval, which addresses 

the applicants’ responsibilities related to construction of a paved shared driveway that meets 
engineering requirements, execution of a shared driveway agreement, provision of a temporary 

easement for the portion of the turnaround that is beyond the city right-of-way, execution of an 
encroachment agreement to provide for occupation of the newly platted right-of-way, among 

other requirements. 
 

Mayor Koch opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. 

 
Lorelie Yager, 135 Albert Street, asked if a cul-de-sac will be installed. Yager expressed concerns 

about large trucks not being able to turn around, including garbage trucks. 
 

Eleanore Ghostley, 175 Albert Street, asked if there is something that would show each property 

owner where their property lines are.  
 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to close the public hearing at 7:14 p.m. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

City Attorney Shepherd stated one issue for the Council to consider is the developer’s security to 
build the future road, the extension of Albert Street. Shepherd stated the Development 

Agreement has a provision that the developer must build the street when the property to the 
west develops, but there is no financial security built into the agreement. Shepherd offered two 

options that could be added to the agreement: 1) Council could impose a dollar amount to be 
paid now and then the future road would be built by the city; 2) Council could build a special 

assessment waiver into the agreement, using a cost estimate for the future building of the road.  

 
Council consensus was to make no changes to the Development Agreement. 

 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve Resolution 2021-39, A RESOLUTION 

APPROVING THE PRELIMINARY AND FINAL PLAT AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR THE 

SUBDIVISION TO BE KNOWN AS ELSEN 2ND ADDITION. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
The City Attorney and City Planner were excused at 7:35 p.m. 

 
b. Snowmobile Gift Certificate Award 
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On a motion by Markham, seconded by Elsen, to award the snowmobile gift certificate to Glenna 
and Bob Kramer. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

10. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a. Holiday Train Update 
Council reviewed. No action taken. 

 
b. Holiday Tree Placement 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

c. Fire Department 3rd Quarter Report 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

11. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS 
a. City Hall 

1) Additional Meeting Logs 

Mayor Koch reminded the Council to submit their list of additional meetings attended in 2021 
to Schneider by December first. 

 
Schneider stated the city’s lease agreement with the Loretto Office Park expires March 31st, 

2022. The Council directed Schneider to reach out to property management and bring back 
options for extending the lease to the December council meeting. 

 

b. Streets 
1) Pay Request No. 3 – 2021 Street Project 

Engineer Nick Wyers provided a construction report, stating the utility crossing under the 
railroad tracks is completed, with no settlement issues; do not expect to finish the pavement 

in the cul-de-sac; expect to complete the curbing to the catch basin near the 170 Albert 

Street driveway, weather dependent; if necessary will install a temporary bituminous curb; 
expect need for restoration of some sod areas in the spring; will be completing a punch list in 

the spring. 
 

On a motion by Elsen, seconded by Daniels, to approve Pay Request No. 3 for the 2021 

Street Project. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
c. Water 

No items were brought forward. 
 

d. Wastewater 
No items were brought forward. 

 

e. Parks 
1) Grants 

Mayor Koch reported the Hennepin Youth Sports Facility Grant for the dugout project was 
submitted with a 34% local match, 66% grant funded. Koch noted you get more points the 

more you match. Koch stated Hennepin County typically announces the grant awards in mid-

December. Koch noted if a DNR grant application is to be submitted, it would be due next 
spring, maybe March, and requires a 50% match.  

 
Schneider stated a Hennepin Youth Sports Equipment Grant application was submitted by 

Public Works Director Leuer. 
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f. Stormwater 
1) MS4 Notice of Coverage 

Council reviewed and directed staff to work with Stantec Engineers to update the SWPPP. 
 

12. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

Koch reported on Highway 55 Coalition Executive Board meeting, noting there will be a regular 
December meeting coming up as well. Koch noted the Coalition has been working many years to 

improve safety along Highway 55 from Interstate 494 out to Annandale. The next major phase of 
the buildout is to create four lanes from Arrowhead Drive to County Road 19. Koch stated that 

with the federal government passing the infrastructure bill, it is hopeful that funding can be 
procured to improve safety along this corridor. Koch also reported the Northwest Hennepin 

League of Municipalities (NWHLM) met in October with the County Commissioner giving the 

presentation of how the county is planning to use American Rescue Plan funding. 
 

Council Member Daniels stated she has a couple meetings coming up over the next month. 
 

13. FINANCIAL 

a. November Bills 
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Elsen, to approve electronic check numbers 3930E-3954E 

and paper check numbers 24408-24455 for a grand total of $400,639.34. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. Monthly Balance Sheet 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 

 
14. ADJOURN 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Canaday, to adjourn at 8:04 p.m.      
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
ATTEST: 

 

 
 

___________________________   ___________________________ 
Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


