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City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

Telephonic Meeting 
June 8, 2021 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 
Koch stated this meeting is being held by telephonic means pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 

Section 13D.021. 
 

Koch asked all members of the Council to identify themselves for the record. 

Members present included Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Brenda Daniels, Melissa Markham, 
and Greg Elsen. 

 
Council Member Eric Riley was absent. 

 

Koch asked all staff members and consultants to identify themselves for the record. 
Consultants present included City Attorney Jared Shepherd, Medina Police Chief Jason Nelson, 

and Northland Securities Public Finance Managing Director Jessica Green. Staff present included 
Public Works Director Jeff Leuer and City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider. 

 
There were no people from the public monitoring the meeting. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. SET AGENDA 
The agenda was approved as submitted. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve the May 11, 2021 regular council meeting 

as submitted. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 

 

5. MEDINA POLICE REPORT 
Police Chief Nelson presented the May Police Report, noting 205 total calls for service, of which 174 

were general patrols. Nelson stated there have been incidents of identity theft, including computer 
scams and that often these situations cause a lot of work for the person affected, but many do not 

include actual loss of property or funds. 
 

Council Member Daniels asked about incidents involving teenagers hanging out in the middle of the 

night. Nelson encourages residents to call the police when this is occurring as it is a violation of 
curfew laws. He stated when a teenager is caught breaking curfew, they usually start by working 

with the parents. Nelson stated he will provide the county’s curfew regulations to the Council. 
 

6. OPEN FORUM 

Mayor Koch stated a letter was submitted by Rebecca West and Highland Townhome President Tom 
Driggers thanking the Council and Public Works Director Leuer for the cleanout of the Highlands 

Stormwater Pond and lays out how the Association plans to move forward with preventative 
measures to protect the pond. 

 



Loretto Regular City Council Minutes 

June 8, 2021 

Approved July 13, 2021 

Page 2 of 4 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Resolution 2021-17, Fun Fest Donations 

b. Resolution 2021-18, Accepting Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund under American Rescue  
Plan Act 

c. Resolution 2021-19, Approving Issuance of General Obligation Bonds for 2021 Street 

Improvement Project 
d. Ratifying CP RAIL Quiet Zone Project Agreement 

e. Wellhouse #2 Roof Replacement 
f. Insured Cash Sweep Agreements 

g. Ratifying Twins Community Fund Grant Application 
 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Elsen, to approve the CONSENT AGENDA as submitted. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 
 

8. ACTION/PLANNING 
a. Ordinance 2021-03, Targeted Residential Picketing 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve Ordinance 2021-03, AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER V TO ADD SECTION 550 TO PROHIBIT TARGETED RESIDENTIAL PICKETING 
and Ordinance 2021-03 summary publication. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 
 

b. Easement Agreement for 170 Albert Street for 2021 Street Improvement Project 
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to approve Easement Purchase Agreement for 170 

Albert Street. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 
 

c. Returning to In-person Council Meetings 
City Attorney Shepherd stated he expects the Governor to rescind the State Emergency Declaration 

in the coming months and wanted the Council to discuss going back to in-person council meetings. 

Shepherd stated that recent guidance does not allow a public body to hold in-person meetings unless 
the public is allowed to attend in-person as well. 

 
Schneider stated the LMCC is asking for two-weeks’ notice in order to line up staff to video tape 

meetings. 

 
Council consensus was to continue with virtual council meetings until the Governor rescinds the State 

Emergency Declaration and to give the LMCC notice as soon as possible afterward.   
 

d. Purchasing Policy Amendment 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve amendment to Purchasing Policy as 

submitted. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 
 

9. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Fun Fest Update 

Mayor Koch noted a volunteer is needed to take over planning the Medallion Hunt. This would 

include hiding the Medallion and writing the clues. If no volunteer steps forward, the Medallion 
Hunt will not be included in this year’s events. Koch stated the next Fun Fest planning meeting 

will be held virtually on June 15th at noon. The Zoom link to the meeting can be found on the 
home page of the city’s website. 

 
10. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS 

a. City Hall 
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Clerk Treasurer Schneider stated the Long Term Financial Plan Open House will take place on 
June 15th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Lions Park and encouraged all Loretto residents to 

attend. 
 

b. Streets 

1) Boulevards/Sidewalks 
Public Works Director Leuer stated some of the trees in the boulevards in the Highlands 

Neighborhood are causing damage to the sidewalks. Council reviewed the current Sidewalk 
Policy which lays out a 50:50, city to property owner responsibility to repair sidewalks. Leuer 

stated he is looking for direction from Council on whether to remove trees in the boulevards 
on a case-by-case basis or to possibly remove all the boulevard trees to prevent future 

damage. Schneider stated that based on previous consultation with the City Planner, the City 

has the authority to remove any boulevard plantings at its discretion, as the boulevard is part 
of the City’s right-of-way. 

 
Council consensus was to continue with the Sidewalk Policy as adopted and directed Leuer to 

remove boulevard trees as needed, on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Leuer also reported the County is planning a full reconstruction of County Road 19 from 

Highway 12 to Highway 55 in 2023. Leuer stated the County welcomes feedback from 
Loretto on changes needed. Leuer stated this work would not affect Loretto’s Quiet Zone. 

 
Mayor Koch stated he would like to see preliminary plans and be involved in the planning 

process. Koch also stated the intersection of County Roads 19 and 11 should be looked at for 

improvements, including adding an acceleration lane heading south on County Road 19. Koch 
noted the repairs of the pavers along the bike path may need to be delayed till the County is 

done with this work. 
 

Leuer stated if anyone has other ideas they should let him know and he will be working with 

the County. 
 

c. Water 
Leuer stated we are pumping a lot of water of the past few days, likely due to residents watering 

lawns and gardens during the hot weather. 

 
d. Wastewater 

1) Pay Request #4, Lift Station & Forcemain Project 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve Minger Construction Pay Request 

#4 in the amount of $72,199.86 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 

 

1) Gate Options – Lift Station & Forcemain Project 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to authorize staff to prepare change order 

documentation with Minger Construction for $13,010 for the preferred motorized gate option. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 

 

e. Parks 
Leuer stated the new security cameras will be going up soon. Leuer also noted the Lions Park 

Shelter project is projected to be done by July 1st. 
 

Council Member Markham asked about progress on the new dog park. Leuer stated he should 
have fencing quotes soon. 
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f. Stormwater 
No items were brought forward. 

 
11. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

Mayor Koch stated he attended the Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities meeting last 

month and noted Council Member Daniels will be attending the June 9th meeting. 
 

12. FINANCIAL 
a. June Bills 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve electronic check numbers 3805E-
3827E and paper check numbers 24146-24192 for a grand total of $196,278.10. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 
 

b. Monthly Balance Sheet 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

c. Quarterly Financial Reports 
Council reviewed. No action taken. 

 

13. CLOSED MEETING 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to Close Meeting at 8:14 p.m. pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 13D.05, subd. 3©(3) to develop and/or consider counteroffers for the purchase of temporary 
construction and permanent roadway and drainage and utility easements necessary for the 2021 

Street Improvement Project at 180 Meadow Drive.   

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 
 

Mayor Koch called the regular meeting back to order at 8:27 p.m. Koch stated the persons 
attending the closed meeting were himself, City Attorney Jared Shepherd, Council Members Greg 

Elsen, Melissa Markham, and Brenda Daniels, Public Works Director Jeff Leuer and City Clerk 
Treasurer Mary Schneider. 

 

14. ADJOURN 
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.      

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Riley absent. 
 

 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

 
___________________________   ___________________________ 

Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


