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City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

Telephonic Meeting 
May 11, 2021 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 
Koch stated that Clerk Treasurer Schneider is physically present at the regular meeting location at 

City Hall, but all Council Members, staff and consultants are participating through telephonic 
means pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.021. 

 

Koch asked all members of the Council to identify themselves for the record. 
Members present included Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Brenda Daniels, Eric Riley, and 

Greg Elsen. 
 

Council Member Melissa Markham was absent. 

 
Koch asked all staff members and consultants to identify themselves for the record. 

Consultants present included City Attorney Jared Shepherd, City Engineer Kent Torve, and 
Medina Police Chief Jason Nelson. Staff present included Public Works Director Jeff Leuer and City 

Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider. 
 

Koch verified that all Council Members, staff and consultants could hear one another and could 

hear all discussion and testimony. 
 

Koch noted that members of the public have been provided notice of this meeting and the ability 
to participate by calling in to the teleconferencing system. Koch asked the public to continue to 

monitor the City’s website for information on future meetings, which will include information on 

submitting public comments and monitoring the meetings through call-in numbers and Zoom 
meeting links. 

 
There were two people from the public monitoring the meeting. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. SET AGENDA 
The agenda was approved with the following change: 

• Remove Consent b. from the Consent Agenda and add to Action/Planning as Action h. 

 
4. PRESENTATION 

a. Kevin Anderson, Hennepin County Commissioner 

Hennepin County Commissioner Kevin Anderson gave a brief presentation describing his position 
and priorities as a County Commissioner, including expanding reliable, affordable broadband 

technology and addressing needs of veterans experiencing homelessness within Hennepin 
County. 

 

5. APPROVE MINUTES 
On a motion by Riley, seconded by Daniels, to approve the April 13, 2021 regular council meeting 

minutes as submitted. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Markham absent. 
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6. MEDINA POLICE REPORT 
Police Chief Nelson presented the April Police Report, noting 151 total calls for service, of which 122 

were general patrols. Nelson stated his Department is starting to focus on the Toward Zero Death 
traffic enforcement. He also noted the Department has finished the hiring process, adding an 

eleventh officer to the force. 

 
Mayor Koch thanked Nelson for having the solar speed control sign placed along County Road 19 on 

the north end of town and requested the sign be moved around to different locations to keep 
speeding under control during the Highway 12 closure and anticipated increased traffic through 

Loretto. 
 

Nelson stated he will be sure to keep traffic enforcement visible to deter speeding and use the solar 

speed control sign when it’s available. 
 

Council Member Riley stated he is looking forward to attending the Bike Safety Rodeo on May 22nd 
with his daughter. Nelson stated the Loretto and Hamel Fire Departments will also be present at the 

Rodeo. 

 
7. OPEN FORUM 

No one came forward to address the Council during the Open Forum. 
 

8. CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Resolution 2021-09, Hennepin Youth Sports Equipment Grant Award for Pitching Nets 

b. Resolution 2021-10, Hennepin Youth Sports Equipment Grant Award for John Deere Mower 

c. Approving Purchase of John Deere Mower from Minnesota Equipment 
d. Resolution 2021-11, Hennepin Youth Playground Grant Award for Highlands Park 

e. Approving Purchase of Highlands Playground Equipment 
f. Resolution 2021-12, Repayment of Water Capital Fund Interfund Loan for Wastewater Easements 

g. Resolution 2021-13, Interfund Loan for Lions Park Shelter Improvements 

h. Resolution 2021-14, Participation in Livable Communities Act (LCA) Program 2021-2030 
i. Resolution 2021-15, Liquor License Renewals 

j. Hennepin County Nearmap User Agreement 
k. Fun Fest Fireworks Agreement with PC Pyrotechnics 

 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Elsen, to approve the consent agenda with Consent b. 
removed. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Markham absent. 
 

9. ACTION/PLANNING 
a. Resolution 2021-16, Accepting Bid for 2021 Albert/Elsen Street Improvement Project   

City Engineer Kent Torve stated the City has been involved in an extended process over the past 

two years starting with analyzing infrastructure. Torve noted the Wastewater Lift Station & 
Forcemain project was part of that evaluation and is currently underway. A water treatment 

project will begin in a couple years. For streets, the area ranked highest in need during the 
analysis were Albert and Elsen Streets. The City has been following the Statutory 429 Assessment 

Process that includes analysis by an appraiser to determine benefit to property owners, an 

Improvement Hearing, engineering to design and successfully bid the project and financial 
planning through Northland Securities. 

 
Besides the street project, the City bid three alternates: Alternate #1) hydrant repair, Alternate 

#2) County Road 19 watermain replacement, and Alternate #3) Trunk Sewer replacement in the 
east/west CP Rail corridor. At minimum, engineering is recommending moving forward with the 

Base Bid and Alternate #1. Torve noted that by bidding Alternate #2 and Alternate #3, 
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competitive pricing has been received that gives the Council the option to get these projects 
done or to use for future financial planning. Alternate #2 and Alternate #3 have different 

timelines than the Base Bid and Alternate #1 due to the need for permits and easements.  
 

Torve stated the lowest bidder will be determined based on which parts of the project the Council 

chose to complete and noted that all contractors are known and there are no concerns in that 
regard. 

 
On a motion by Riley, seconded by Daniels, to adopt Resolution 2021-16, A RESOLUTION 

ACCEPTING BIDS AND AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE 2021 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
including Base Bid and Alternate #1 and awarding the contract to Minger Construction. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Markham absent. 

 
b. Asphalt Street Repair Quotes 

On a motion by Elsen, seconded by Riley, to approve the Asphalt Repair Quote from Omann 
Contracting Companies for the amount of $14,000. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Markham absent. 

 
c. Concrete Repair Quotes 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Elsen, to approve the Concrete Repair Quote from Twin Cities 
Outdoor Services for the amount of $18,569.50. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Markham absent. 
 

d. Quiet Zone 

Public Works Director Leuer stated the CP Rail agreement has been reviewed by the City Attorney 
and concerns passed on to CP Rail for review. Leuer stated he hasn’t received anything back 

from them yet. Leuer stated he has concerns about the costs rising the longer the agreement is 
delayed due to COVID-19 supply issues.  

 

City Attorney Shepherd stated there are elements of the agreement missing including exhibits 
and there are open questions. 

 
Mayor Koch stated the original plan was to not have four-quadrant gates included in the project 

and stated it might be worth while to check with Hennepin County Public Works about some 

elements of the agreement. 
 

On a motion by Riley, seconded by Daniels, to approve the CP Rail Quiet Zone agreement subject 
to final review by Public Works, engineering, and the City Attorney. Any additions or substantial 

deviation from approved plans are subject to review and approval by the City Council.  
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Markham absent. 

 

e. Public Works Storage 
Leuer stated public works storage is getting tight and includes donated space at the Fire 

Department property and renting space at Medina Mini Storage, which is heated for Winter. 
Leuer noted the loss of storage space at the Lions Building due to the improvement project.  

 

The Council discussed the pros and cons of owning or leasing storage space for the public works 
department. 

 
Leuer suggested the possibility of building on to the city garage as an option.  

 
Council Member Riley suggested building at the Highlands property behind the Well House. 
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Council consensus was to plan a site visit and/or work session with Leuer to discuss options. 
f. Establish Location for Long Term Financial Plan Open House 

Council consensus was to hold the Open House at the Lions Park, in the grassy area near West 
Railway Street, from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. on June 15th. 

 

g. Targeted Residential Picketing 
Council directed the city attorney to draft an ordinance prohibiting targeted residential picketing 

and bring to the June 8th council meeting for consideration. 
 

h. Resolution 2021-10, Hennepin Youth Sports Equipment Grant Award for John Deere Mower 
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Riley, to adopt Resolution 2021-10, A RESOLUTION OF THE 

CITY OF LORETTO APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT PR00002969 FOR 

THE RECEIPT OF HENNEPIN YOUTH SPORTS PROGRAM GRANT AWARD. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously with Markham absent. 

 
10. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a. Fun Fest Update 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

11. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS 
a. City Hall 

No items were brought forward. 
 

b. Streets 

Council directed Leuer to get quotes to repair the pavers along County Road 19 and bring back to 
a future council meeting. 

 
c. Water 

Leuer reported maintenance of Well #2 is underway. The pump has been pulled as it needed 

service and the pipes were corroded as expected. 
 

d. Wastewater 
1) Gate Options – Lift Station & Forcemain Project 

Leuer requested this item be brought back to the June meeting for consideration. 

 
e. Parks 

1) New Dog Park at Lions Park 
Council reviewed plans for a Dog Park to be placed in the western part of the grassy area 

just south of the Lions Park Playground. Council consensus to move forward with getting 
pricing and bring back to a future meeting for review. 

 

f. Stormwater 
1) SWPPP Annual Meeting - Public Hearing 

Mayor Koch opened the public hearing at 8:52 p.m. No one came forward to speak during 
the public hearing. 

 

On a motion by Riley, seconded by Elsen, to close the public hearing at 8:53 p.m. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Council reviewed the Stormwater Pollution Protection Plan (SWPPP) annual report. No action 

taken. 
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12. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

Mayor Koch reported he attended a Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities meeting with 
Hennepin County Assessor Jim Atchison presenting. Koch noted the next meeting will take place 

on May 12th with a speaker from the Met Council. 

 
13. FINANCIAL 

a. May Bills 
On a motion by Riley, seconded by Daniels, to approve electronic check numbers 3782E-3804E 

and paper check numbers 24106-24145 for a grand total of $151,900.10 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

b. Monthly Balance Sheet 
Council reviewed. No action taken. 

 
14. ADJOURN 

On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Riley, to adjourn at 8:59 p.m.      

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 
 

___________________________   ___________________________ 

Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


