
Loretto Regular City Council Minutes 

February 9, 2021 

Approved March 9, 2021 

Page 1 of 5 

City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

Telephonic Meeting 
February 9, 2021 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 
Koch stated that Clerk Treasurer Schneider is physically present at the regular meeting location at 

City Hall, but all Council Members, staff and consultants are participating through telephonic 
means pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.021. 

 

Koch asked all members of the Council to identify themselves for the record. 
Those present included Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Brenda Daniels, Melissa Markham, 

Eric Riley, and Greg Elsen. 
 

Koch asked all staff members and consultants to identify themselves for the record. 

Those present included City Attorney Jared Shepherd, City Planner Bob Kirmis, Medina Police 
Chief Jason Nelson, Public Works Director Jeff Leuer, and City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider. 

 
Koch verified that all Council Members, staff and consultants could hear one another and could 

hear all discussion and testimony. 
 

Koch noted that members of the public have been provided notice of this meeting and the ability 

to participate by calling in to the teleconferencing system. Koch asked the public to continue to 
monitor the City’s website for information on future meetings, which will include information on 

submitting public comments and monitoring the meetings through call-in numbers and Zoom 
meeting links. 

 

There were three people from the public monitoring the meeting. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. SET AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 
 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 
On a motion by Daniels, seconded by Markham, to approve the January 12, 2021 Regular City 

Council Meeting Minutes as submitted. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

5. MEDINA POLICE REPORT 
Police Chief Jason Nelson presented the January Police Report, noting 173 total calls for service, of 

which 133 were general patrols. Nelson reported his department is working on civil unrest plans to 
ensure public safety after the upcoming trials of Minneapolis police officers. Nelson stated they are 

working with other agencies to make sure a coordinated response is in place. 

 
6. OPEN FORUM 

Mike Carter and Steve Bartz, representing the Minnesota A’s and Minnesota Vortex Fastpitch 
organizations, addressed the Council stating they wanted to check in on the proposed phased 
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improvements to the Athletic Complex. Mayor Koch stated they should submit their proposal by 
March 3rd to be included in the March 9th council agenda and packet. 

 
7. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Resolution 2021-03, Approving Participation in Hennepin County Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority Activities 
b. Outstanding Indebtedness Report 

 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Elsen, to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

8. ACTION/PLANNING 

a. Hatcher Accessory Building Variance – Public Hearing 
City Planner Bob Kirmis stated Rick and Carol Hatcher have requested approval of a variance to 

allow the construction of a second detached accessory building on their property located at 190 
Hillview Lane. Specifically, they wish to construct an eight-foot by eight-foot greenhouse. Kirmis 

noted the applicants currently have a 280 square foot shed on the property and the City Code 

limits residential properties to one accessory building, in addition to a detached garage. Kirmis 
stated it is the opinion of staff that the requested variance does not meet the “practical 

difficulties” test and therefore recommend denial of the variance. 
 

Carol Hatcher, 190 Hillview Lane, Loretto, addressed the Council, stating she is currently an 
intern of the University of Minnesota Master Gardener Program set to graduate in the Fall. Her 

specialty will be teaching about pollinator gardens with an emphasis on the importance of 

milkweed. Hatcher stated she is requesting approval of the greenhouse to germinate native 
prairie plants and patio pots of cherry tomatoes. Following University of Minnesota Master 

Gardener guidelines, the potted patio cherry tomato plants would be given to the less fortunate 
and to rest homes. Not only would they be given the food, but also will learn plant care and be 

taking an active role in growing a food they could share with others, enhancing the community. 

Hatcher noted the greenhouse would be placed on a gravel base.  
 

Mayor Koch opened the public hearing at 7:25 p.m. 
 

Clerk Treasurer Schneider read comments that were received prior to the meeting: 

• Rich and Rozie Arens, 315 Edgewood Drive, sent an email with the following quote: We 
have no objections to the 8x8 greenhouse proposed at 190 Hillview Lane. 

• Barb Koch, 185 Hillview Lane, called City Hall stating she has no objections to the 

proposed greenhouse. 

 
No one from the public that was present stated they wished to speak during the public hearing. 

 
On a motion by Riley, seconded by Markham, to close the public hearing at 7:27 p.m. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Summary of Council discussion: would this be considered a temporary structure and would that 

make a difference; even though this applicant would be putting up an attractive, high quality 
structure, others may not if the city code were amended to allow more than one accessory 

building; is there a limit to the square footage allowed. 

 
Kirmis noted the “unique circumstances” referenced in the variance criteria refer to unique 

physical characteristics of the property. 
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Council Member Riley suggested a conditional use permit may be the way to go for this applicant, 
instead of a variance or an ordinance amendment. 

 
Schneider stated she looked up the Residential Zoning Code and found a provision in Section 

420:15, Subdivision 2(a) that refers to Conditional Uses relating to accessory buildings.  

 
City Attorney Shepherd stated he would have to look into whether this would be an appropriate 

use of that provision in the Code. 
 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Koch, directing the city attorney to draft a resolution 
denying the variance and explore other options that may allow the applicant to build the 

greenhouse, bringing the resolution and options to the March 9th council meeting. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. Outdoor Dining 
City Attorney Shepherd stated the Council requested that he and City Planner Kirmis explore 

possibilities for allowing extended outdoor dining at Loretto restaurants beyond the time period 

of the pandemic. Shepherd stated he and Kirmis would like to get input from the Council.  
 

Summary of issues discussed:  parking capacity and whether overflow parking into 
neighborhoods may be a problem; site aesthetics; fencing that protects patrons; should there be 

an annual permitting process; the expanded outdoor dining would be for the warmer weather 
months only, some of the city code needs to be cleaned up. 

 

Council consensus was that they want to help out the restaurant owners as much as possible. 
 

Council directed staff to work on options and bring back to another council meeting. 
 

c. Ordinance 2021-02, Critical Water Deficiency 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve Ordinance 2021-02, AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 4, SECTION 410 OF THE CITY CODE OF LORETTO TO ADDRESS CRITICAL 

WATER DEFICIENCY. 
 

Markham amended her motion to include Ordinance 2021-02 summary publication. Daniels 

seconded the amended motion. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
d. Approval of Donation Agreement with Loretto Lions Club 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve the Loretto Lions Park Construction 
and Donation Agreement and the Lions Park Shelter Improvements Request for Quotes. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
e. Approval of Lions Park Shelter Improvements Request for Quotes 

Approval of the request for quotes was included in the previous motion. 
 

9. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a. Medina Comprehensive Fire Service Study 
Mayor Koch stated Medina’s fire service study was completed in October of 2020 and does not 

involve the city of Loretto. Koch stated Medina is studying their options for fire services as they 
have a unique situation. The study recommends Medina and neighboring cities pursue a fire 

district through a joint powers agreement. Koch stated he will be attending meetings in which 
local cities and fire departments discuss their options. 
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Medina Police Chief Jason Nelson stated Medina has four departments serving their community 
and questions have been raised whether their current model is sustainable in the long term.  

 
10. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS 

a. City Hall 

1) Schedule Performance Reviews 
Koch noted performance reviews for Clerk Treasurer Schneider and Public Works Director 

Leuer will be conducted by the full Council this year, as discussed at the January council 
meeting.  

 
Council consensus was to hold performance evaluations for Leuer and Schneider starting at 

6:00 p.m. on March 9, 2021. 

 
b. Streets 

1) 2021 Albert/Elsen Street Improvement Project Update 
Leuer stated he is working with engineering to finish up plans and should have them ready to 

be presented at the March 9th council meeting. Leuer noted they are working out alternative 

bid plans to repair the sewer line by the railroad tracks that is inverted and the water line 
that runs under the railroad tracks. Leuer stated it may be a good time to work on these in 

coordination with the Quiet Zone project. 
 

c. Water 
No items were brought forward. 

 

d. Wastewater 
Leuer reported Xcel Energy will not budge on helping us out with switching electric service for 

the new wastewater lift station. Leuer stated there may be a change order needed to get this 
worked out and if it is substantial there may be the need for a special meeting to get this done in 

a timely manner. 

 
e. Parks 

1) Highland Playground Grant Award 
Council Member Markham reported the Northland Recreation representative has stated they 

will stand by their quote from 2018 for the playground improvements at the Highlands 

Playground. Council reviewed the quote.  
 

Markham noted there will be a need for volunteers to keep this project within budget and 
stated there might be a need to remove some of the playground items if we cannot get 

enough help. 
 

Council Member Riley stated there are a lot of young families in the area and thinks there 

should be enough volunteers without removing any of the equipment from the plans. Riley 
suggested putting information out on the City’s Facebook page to let people know that the 

project is coming. 
 

Schneider stated she can get the word out through the website, newsletter, Facebook page 

and through emails and noted there are funds set aside in the capital fund for extra items 
such as concrete, wood chips and increasing the border. Schneider also noted that since the 

main funding source is the $25,000 Hennepin County Playground Grant, equipment shouldn’t 
be ordered until the grant agreement is in place. 

 
Leuer stated Hennepin County is behind on processing their grant awards, so it might be 

awhile before we receive the grant agreement. 
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f. Stormwater 

Leuer reported the Highland Pond cleanout project is in progress. The cleanout portion should be 
completed soon and the restoration should be ready to be completed in the Spring. 

 

11. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 
Mayor Koch reported on four meetings: Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities regarding 

Hennepin County transportation planning process; Auditor Bonnie Schweiger with Abdo, Eick and 
Meyers will be presenting their audit findings at the March council meeting; upcoming Highway 

55 Coalition meeting; and upcoming West Metro Drug Task Force annual meeting. 
 

12. FINANCIAL 

a. February Bills 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Elsen, to approve electronic check numbers 3703E-3729E 

and paper check numbers 23995-24034 for a grand total of $128,889.89. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

b. Monthly Balance Sheet 
Council reviewed. No action taken. 

 
13. ADJOURN 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to adjourn at 8:44 p.m.      
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 
 

___________________________   ___________________________ 

Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


