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City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

January 14, 2014 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present:  Mayor Kent Koch, 
Council Members Cari Girk, John Neumann, Henry Pepin and Tom Pedersen.  Also present:  
Public Works Director Jeff Leuer, City Attorney Paula Callies, Medina Police Chief Ed Belland, 
Medina Police Sergeant Jason Nelson, City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider.  
 
There were 2 people in the audience. 
 
SET AGENDA 
The agenda was approved with the following additions: 

 Under Informational Items:  6.  CP Rail Update 
 Under Informational Items:  7.  Redevelopment Advisory Committee (RAC) 

Update 
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
On a motion by Neumann, seconded by Girk, to approve the December 10, 2013 City 
Council Meeting Minutes as submitted. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
STATE SENATOR DAVID OSMEK 
State Senator David Osmek addressed the Council with legislative updates from 2013, 
including tax exempt status for Minnesota cities, Local Government Aid (LGA) changes, 
access for Southwest Transit to use the shoulders on 494 between 394 and Highway 5.  
Osmek also updated Council on possible upcoming issues for the 2014 legislative session, 
including the ten cent deposit on cans and bottles (recycling program), Sunday liquor sales, 
minimum wage issues, and a bully bill.  Osmek noted a regional improvement was 
completed in Maple Plain with a High-intensity Activated crossWalK (HAWK), aiding 
pedestrians and bikers in crossing Highway 12.  Osmek stated he is working on retroactive 
funding for Maple Plain as this improvement has regional significance. 
 
Council Member Pepin stated he would like Osmek to look into some railroad issues that 
have local as well as regional significance, including the Quite Zone and trains blocking the 
tracks causing public safety issues.  Osmek stated he would look into these issues. 
 
Public Works Director Leuer asked about legalizing the sale of commercial fireworks.  
Osmek stated the issue had some momentum and he would be waiting to see what the bill 
looked like before he could say if he would support it.  Osmek noted medicinal marijuana 
may also be brought up at the legislature and stated he believed it would need to be a very 
tightly written bill.  Leuer also asked about the state’s indoor sprinkler mandate for new 
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homes larger than 4,500 square feet.  Osmek stated that attempts had been made to 
repeal that legislation, but Governor Dayton has made it clear he will veto any attempts to 
repeal it.   
 
Police Chief Belland asked if Osmek had any information on the regional wastewater issues 
facing five cities in our area, including Loretto, Corcoran and Medina.  Osmek stated he 
would be happy to meet with the cities interested and see what he could do to help. 
 
Pepin asked about the “Dynamic 494 Lane”.  Osmek stated this is a stop-gap measure to 
relieve traffic congestion on 494 in Plymouth in which the shoulder would be used as a 
high-occupancy lane during high traffic times.   
 
Council thanked Osmek for his presentation. 
 
MEDINA POLICE REPORT 
Police Chief Belland gave the December Police Report, stating it had been a busy month.  
The Holiday Train, which was a big success, involved many hours of work by Medina Police 
officers and reserves.  Belland also noted there were ninety-one general patrols and twenty-
three calls for service, including parking citations, a welfare check, animal complaints, a 
lockout, a carbon monoxide alarm, and a juvenile case, among others.  Belland noted there 
is a lot of behind-the-scenes time that is spent with each case, including reporting, 
investigation, and court time.  Belland also noted there had been some excessive smoke 
complaints that Sergeant Nelson will be addressing later in the meeting. 
 
Council Member Pepin asked when the open house will take place for the new Medina Police 
facility.  Belland stated it will be on January 22nd from 3:00-6:00 p.m. and welcomed all to 
come and check it out.   
 
Council Member Pedersen asked if the new location has been an advantage for call 
response time.  Belland stated they have seen an improvement. 
 
ORDINANCE 2014-01, PARKING RESTRICTIONS IN CITY LOTS 
Mayor Koch noted City Attorney Callies had handed out a new version of the ordinance at 
the beginning of the meeting.  Callies stated she had made some further revisions based on 
a conversation with Police Chief Belland.  Belland noted the language regarding the weight 
of the truck made it illegal to park a regular pick-up truck on the street.  Callies noted the 
other revision in Section 1 was to make it possible for exceptions to the restrictions with 
prior authorization.  
 
On a motion by Pepin, seconded by Neumann, to approve Ordinance 2014-01, AN 
ORDINANCE RESTRICTING PARKING IN CITY LOTS, as submitted. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 2014-01, ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS 
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Council went through the resolution discussing items and appointing members to various 
commissions. 
 
On a motion by Koch, seconded by Pepin, to approve Resolution 2014-01, A RESOLUTION 
RELATING TO THE ORGANIZATION AND ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS FOR THE CITY OF 
LORETTO FOR 2014. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PROVIDENCE ACADEMY AGREEMENT 
Mayor Koch passed the gavel to Council Member/Deputy Mayor Neumann and removed 
himself to the audience to avoid any conflict of interest due to his involvement with 
Providence Academy (PA) as an assistant baseball coach. 
 
Neumann presented a revised agreement based on a meeting he had with Council Member 
Pepin.  Pepin stated the dollar amounts in the agreement are a placeholder at this time until 
all accounting of expenses are completed.  Pepin and Neumann stated they are working 
with Public Works Director Leuer to figure out the specific expenses, including the cost per 
game to use the field.  Pepin noted that he and Neumann will be meeting with Parks 
Coordinator Koch and then with Providence Academy.   
 
Mayor Koch resumed his seat as Mayor at the conclusion of this discussion. 
 
PAY EQUITY REPORT 
On a motion by Koch, seconded by Girk, to approve the Pay Equity Report as prepared by 
City Clerk Treasurer Schneider for the year concluded 2013. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN BOOK MEETING 
On a motion by Neumann, seconded by Girk, to approve the Open Book Meeting for 
Wednesday, April 23, 2014 from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. at City Hall, which is held by the 
Hennepin County Assessors. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
TEMPORARY SIGN PERMIT FOR VINLAND’S WINTER WALKABOUT 
On a motion by Girk, seconded by Pepin, to approve a fifteen day temporary sign permit for 
Vinland Center’s 5th Annual Winter Walkabout. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
HOLIDAY TRAIN UPDATE 
City Clerk Treasurer Schneider presented an update to Council, stating the Holiday Train 
event held on December 15th, 2013 was a great success.  Attendance was estimated at 
approximately two-thousand people, cash donations came in at $25,522.86 and food 
donations at eighteen-hundred pounds.  The City spent $1,453.38 out of $1,500 budgeted 
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for the event.  Thank you’s were sent out to contributors on January 6th.  The planning 
committee will be having a wrap-up meeting on January 23rd.  
 
HOLIDAY LIGHT CONTEST – LET’S LIGHT UP LORETTO! 
City Clerk Treasurer Schneider reported the winners of the Holiday Light Contest, “Let’s 
Light Up Loretto!”: 
First Place - 142 Creekview Lane – Pedersen residence, with fifty-eight Facebook 
"Likes" 
Second Place - 180 Hillview Lane – Spaulding residence, with fifty-five Facebook "Likes" 
and two email votes to the City of Loretto 
Third Place - 152 Creekview Lane – Pepin residence, with fifty-five Facebook “Likes” 
Fourth Place - 275 Lorenz Street – Koch residence, with forty-six Facebook “Likes” 
Honorable Mention: 
170 Hillview Lane – Larry Leuer residence 
152 Summit Ave – Wiemelt residence 
225 Mallard Lane – Tony VanBeusekom residence 
 
Mayor Koch noted that although there weren’t a lot of entries to the contest, it did generate 
a lot of Facebook attention, which is positive for the City overall. 
 
PROPERTY/CASUALTY DIVIDEND 
Referring to a letter from the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust, Mayor Koch 
noted we received a property/casualty dividend of $2,013. 
 
LETTER FROM WeCAN 
Council reviewed a letter from WeCan Executive Director Leah Weycker drawing attention to 
funding cuts they are experiencing and requesting support from the City. 
 
LMCC UPDATE 
Council Member Neumann stated there are now twelve cities who are members of the Lake 
Minnetonka Communications Commission (LMCC).  He also stated the LMCC is interested in 
making sure Loretto’s needs are met regarding filming of council meetings or other events 
in the City.  Public Works Director Leuer noted the LMCC will be doing a day-long filming at 
the Loretto Fire Department for a piece they’re doing on first responders. 
 
Council Member Girk reported she had been questioned by a resident as to why the Loretto 
council meetings are not filmed.  Neumann stated the start-up costs were high and there 
wasn’t a lot of support from the Council.   
 
CANADIAN PACIFIC (CP) RAIL ISSUES 
Council Member Pepin stated he could see three issues right now that face the City in 
regards to Canadian Pacific (CP) Rail:   

1. Blocking of County Road 19 by trains 
2. Rail Safety – First Responders 
3. Quiet Zone Status 
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Pepin stated he would like to have an outline put together on how to proceed.  Mayor Koch 
reviewed communications he’s had in the past with CP Rail, stating they are willing to meet 
with the City to discuss concerns.   
 
Regarding Quiet Zone Status, Council Member Girk suggested figuring out the cost per 
household to acquire the Quiet Zone and put it out to residents as to whether or not they’re 
still interested in pursuing this.  Council Member Pedersen reminded Council that the City 
was informed in the past that even if the Quiet Zone application was successful there would 
be no guarantee that the status wouldn’t be pulled at any time.  Public Works Director 
Leuer noted he had met with a representative from the Federal Transportation Agency        
about three years ago when work was being done on the bike path.  Leuer recalled that at 
that time the representative stated this crossing is on the schedule to be replaced.  Leuer 
stated he could call this representative to find out updated information.  Council directed 
City Clerk Treasurer Schneider to find the past information that was gathered on this issue 
and forward it to Council. 
 
Regarding Rail Safety – First Responders, Public Works Director Leuer reported information 
from a conversation he had with his contact from Homeland Security stating there isn’t a lot 
of oil being transported through Loretto, but there are other hazardous materials that our 
first responders need to be prepared for such as ammonia and nitrogen.  He stated most of 
the oil is being shipped on Burlington Northern rail lines.   
 
Council Member Pedersen expressed his concern regarding the high number of rail tankers 
that don’t meet puncture resistant standards.  Pedersen referred to an article in the Star 
Tribune from January 9, 2014, stating out of 94,000 rail tankers, up to 65,000 do not meet 
current standards.  Pedersen suggested Council draft a letter to be sent to our state and 
federal representatives stating our concerns regarding this issue. 
 
Police Chief Belland noted the first responders are very well trained for the possibility of a 
train derailment disaster through monthly emergency response training sessions with the 
Lake Minnetonka Area Emergency Group.  Belland stated Loretto has seen many different 
emergency situations and luckily haven’t lost any lives.  He also stated there are resources 
from eighteen different agencies who will be here in a matter of minutes when needed.  
Koch requested a brief from Belland on the emergency plan at the February council 
meeting. 
 
REDEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC) UPDATE 
Council Member Girk presented a letter of resignation from Redevelopment Advisory 
Committee (RAC) Chairperson Clark Lohr.  Girk stated there will be a meeting between 
herself, Lohr and City Clerk Treasurer Schneider in which Lohr will pass on pertinent 
information for RAC and stated she will have more of an update at the February council 
meeting. 
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Mayor Koch inquired on the status of the brochure mailings that were approved by Council 
in 2013.  Girk reported that there had been a limited mailing in July but there hadn’t been 
any interest shown by developers as of yet. 
 
Girk stated there will be a RAC meeting on Monday, January 20th at 5:00 p.m. at the Loretto 
City Offices/Council Chambers. 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
City Hall  
Medina Police Contract 
City Attorney Callies referred to email correspondence from the City’s insurance agent, Mark 
Lenz in which he recommends an amendment to the Medina Police contract, adding 
language regarding indemnification.  Callies stated she has contacted the Medina City 
Attorney but hasn’t heard back yet.   
 
Complaints 
Mayor Koch noted there had been five complaints over the previous month.  The first was 
covered during the Canadian Pacific Rail Issues discussion earlier in the meeting.  
 
Koch stated the remainder of the complaints were related to excessive smoke and chemical 
odors.  Medina Police Sergeant Nelson gave an update on these complaints stating there 
were two dates in question:  January 7th and January 8th.  Nelson stated he responded to 
the scene on the seventh but by the time he arrived there were no smoke or odors 
noticeable.  Nelson stated he advised the complainant to call dispatch in the future as that 
would ensure a quicker response from an officer.  There were photos submitted and 
excessive smoke is visible in the photos.  On January 8th at 8:40 a.m., there were two 
complaints of smoke in the same area.  When officers arrived there were no smoke or odors 
noticeable, but again photos were shown to the officer.  On the same day at about 5:40 
p.m., a Medina Police officer was in town and witnessed heavy smoke and a chemical odor.  
The officer drove to the source of the smoke at Gary Koecheler’s outdoor furnace.  The 
officer spoke to a renter of Mr. Koecheler who was stoking the furnace.  Nelson reported 
that in addition to the officer witnessing the smoke and odor, a complaint came into City 
Hall from a Loretto resident who also witnessed this occasion of excessive smoke and odor.   
 
Nelson stated the complaints would be forwarded on to the City’s criminal attorney for 
possible charges as a city ordinance violation.  
 

***** The Attorney was dismissed at 8:53 p.m. ****** 
 
Streets 
No items brought forward. 
 
Water 
No items brought forward. 
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Wastewater 
Public Works Director Leuer stated he expects information soon regarding the City’s sewer 
hookup situation.  He stated the changes proposed by two of the other cities involved have 
caused a delay in the process.  Leuer noted all cities involved will have the opportunity to 
discuss the plans one more time before it goes back to the Met Council.   
 
Parks 
Public Works Director Leuer reported he has received an email notification that the City has 
been awarded a grant for approximately $9,400 from the Hennepin Youth Sports Program.  
The official paperwork will be following soon. 
 
Council Member Pepin asked Council to begin thinking about possible improvements to the 
city parks (excluding the baseball/softball complex), such as volleyball, horseshoe or 
shredded rubber tire mulch. 
 
Stormwater 
MS4/SWPPP 
Public Works Director Leuer noted the MS4/SWPPP application needs Council approval.   
 
Council Member Neumann referred to the memo in the council packet from Wenck in which 
an outline of work to be done is included.  Leuer stated the new permit requirements are 
causing the additional work.  Leuer noted there is much work to be done with the ponds in 
town.  Council Member Girk reported there are “pond coalitions” in place for the stormwater 
ponds in the Ponds Neighborhood.  Girk stated these coalitions may be willing to assist the 
City in some of the legwork involved. 
 
Summary of Council discussion: 

 The process of cleaning out the ponds 
 Accumulation of sediment 
 Cost to the City if a pond becomes listed as impaired waters 
 EPA requirements 

 
On a motion by Girk, seconded by Pepin to approve the MS4/SWPPP application as 
submitted. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FINANCIAL 
2013 Year End Bills 
On a motion by Neumann, seconded by Girk, to approve electronic check numbers 1602E-
1621E and paper checks numbers 20490-20519 for a grand total of $35,945.95. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
January Bills 
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On a motion by Pepin, seconded by Girk, to approve electronic check numbers 1622E-
1631E and paper checks numbers 20520-20536 for a grand total of $33,925.87. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
2013 Year End Financial Reports 
City Clerk Treasurer Schneider reported on a deficit of about $1900 in the 
Garbage/Recycling Fund due to insufficient recycling revenues. 
 
Council directed Schneider to schedule a public hearing for the February 11th council 
meeting to discuss a possible seventy-five cent increase of the Recycling Fee. 
 
Monthly Balance Sheet 
Council reviewed. 
No action taken. 
 
Other 
Council Member Pedersen asked if any others have had a problem with Randy’s 
Environmental Services being rough with the garbage and recycling carts.  Council Members 
Girk and Pepin and Public Works Director Leuer stated they have had problems as well.   
 
Pepin questioned if there were any options available for recycling as his is full after one 
week.  City Clerk Treasurer Schneider stated residents can request a larger cart for no extra 
charge. 
 
ADJOURN 
On a motion by Neumann, seconded by Pepin, to adjourn at 9:24 p.m.        
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________   ________________________ 
Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


