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City of Loretto 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 
279 N. Medina Street, Council Chambers 

Telephonic Meeting 
January 12, 2021 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Koch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 
Koch stated that Clerk Treasurer Schneider is physically present at the regular meeting location at 

City Hall, but all Council Members, staff and consultants are participating through telephonic 
means pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.021. 

 

Koch asked all members of the Council to identify themselves for the record. 
Members present included Mayor Kent Koch, Council Members Brenda Daniels, Melissa Markham, 

Eric Riley, and Greg Elsen. 
 

Koch asked all staff members and consultants to identify themselves for the record. 

Staff present included City Attorney Jared Shepherd, Medina Police Sergeant Kevin Boecker, 
Public Works Director Jeff Leuer and City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider. 

 
Koch verified that all Council Members, staff and consultants could hear one another and can 

hear all discussion and testimony. 
 

Koch noted that members of the public have been provided notice of this meeting and the ability 

to participate by calling in to the teleconferencing system. Koch asked the public to continue to 
monitor the City’s website for information on future meetings, which will include information on 

submitting public comments and monitoring the meetings through call-in numbers and Zoom 
meeting links. 

 

There were no people from the public monitoring the meeting. 
 

2. OATH OF OFFICE 
Mayor Koch and Council Members Elsen and Markham took the Oath of Office in person prior to 

the meeting. 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
4. SET AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 
 

5. APPROVE MINUTES 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve the December 8, 2020 Regular City 
Council Meeting Minutes as submitted. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. MEDINA POLICE REPORT 

Police Sergeant Kevin Boecker presented the December Police Report, noting 170 total calls for 
service, of which 134 were general patrols. Boecker noted there were no crimes in the Part One 

Crime Statistics. Of the 134 Part Two Crime Statistics, there were five written warnings for winter 
parking violations, three citations for winter parking violations and five medicals. 
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7. OPEN FORUM 
No one came forward to speak during the Open Forum. 

 
8. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Resolution 2021-05, Recognizing 2020 Volunteers 

b. Assessment Agreement 
c. Highland Pond Cleanout Agreement with New Look Contracting 

 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Riley to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

9. ACTION/PLANNING 

a. Resolution 2021-02, Annual Appointments 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Riley, to approve amendments to the Computer Use 

Policy, Respectful Workplace Policy, and Social Media Policy and Resolution 2021-02, A 
RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE ORGANIZATION AND ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS FOR THE CITY 

OF LORETTO FOR 2021. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. Schedule Open Meeting Law Training 
On a motion by Riley, seconded by Markham, to approve holding an Open Meeting Law work 

session at 6pm on Tuesday, February 9th, 2021. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

c. Ordinance 2021-01, Amending Tobacco Ordinance 
On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve Ordinance 2021-01, AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING LORETTO CODE CHAPTER VII REGARDING TOBACCO, TOBACCO PRODUCTS, 
TOBACCO-RELATED DEVICES, ELECTRONIC DELIVERY DEVICES, AND NICOTINE OR LOBELIA 

DELIVERY PRODUCTS, and Ordinance 2021-01 summary publication. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

d. Quiet Zone 
On a motion by Riley, seconded by Markham, to authorize staff to obtain a quote from Nagell 

Appraisal on the cost impacts of changing the curb along County Road 19. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

e. Discuss Options for Long-term Financial Plan Open House 
Council directed staff to place this item on the March council agenda for further discussion. 

Council consensus was that the goal is to get as many people as possible to come to an Open 
House and waiting till it could be held outside and after more people had been vaccinated against 

COVID-19 would likely increase the number of attendees. 

 
f. Snowmobile Club Gift Certificate Awards 

Clerk Treasurer Schneider stated there are two gift certificates Loretto received from the 
Northwest Trails Association and the Loretto Sno-Birds thanking Loretto for its cooperation. Staff 

nominated volunteers Mike Kelly and Grant Scheibe to be awarded the certificates. Mike helped 

with the Holiday Train Food Parade by arranging for the hay wagon and brought in volunteers for 
the event. He has also held a winter coat drive for many years in conjunction with the Holiday 

Train and has donated a $2,500 matching grant to the food shelves for many years. Grant spent 
many hours planning and making the Santa’s mailbox which Loretto will be able to use for many 

years. He also drove and provided truck and trailer to transport volunteers in the Holiday Parade 
and helped with the Facebook livestream of the Fun Fest fireworks. 
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On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to award the gift certificates to Mike Kelly and 
Grant Scheibe. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

10. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a. Holiday Train Update 
Council reviewed. No action taken. 

 
b. LMCIT 2020 Property.Casualty Dividend 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

c. Highway 55 Corridor Coalition 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

11. MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS 
a. City Hall 

1) PTO Carryover 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Riley, to allow Mary Schneider to carry over 102 PTO 
hours from 2020 to 2021. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. Streets 
Public Works Director Leuer reported hydrants were moved on Elsen and Albert Streets in 

preparation for the 2021 Street Improvement Project. 

 
c. Water 

No items were brought forward. 
 

d. Wastewater 

1) Pay Request No. 2 – Lift Station & Forcemain Project 
Council reviewed. No action taken. 

 
2) Change Order No. 1 – Lift Station & Forcemain Project 

On a motion by Riley, seconded by Markham, to approve Change Order 1 as submitted by 

engineers. 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
e. Parks 

1) Lions Park Shelter Improvements 
Council reviewed quotes received from D.B. Raskob Construction and Tom Campion 

Construction. Leuer noted there was a revised quote submitted from D.B. Raskob.  

 
Mayor Koch reported the Lions Club approved donating $100,000 to fund the improvements.  

 
City Attorney Shepherd advised that a donation agreement with the Lions Club and a Request 

for Quote that includes a contract be brought forward at the February council meeting for 

approval. Shepherd stated he would work with Leuer to put together the documents. 
 

Council consensus was to move forward as advised by Shepherd. 
 

2) Highland Playground Grant Award 
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Leuer reported Loretto has been awarded a $25,000 playground grant through the Hennepin 
County Youth Sports Grant Program. Leuer stated the application was submitted for 

improvements to the Highland Park playground in the spring of 2020.  
 

Council Member Markham stated this is the second playground grant Loretto has received 

through this program, the first being for the Ponds Park playground in 2018. Markham stated 
a group of about twenty volunteers assisted with the installation of the equipment in 2018. 

 
Mayor Koch suggested the installation be spread across more than one day and that 

volunteers could sign up for shifts so that it’s not such a large commitment for each 
volunteer.  

 

On a different note, Leuer reported his department is working on getting an ice rink up and 
going again. 

 
f. Stormwater 

Leuer reported the Highland Pond cleanout project will be starting soon. 

 
12. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

Mayor Koch reported he attended a Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities meeting where 
a representative from the Minnesota Realtors Association presented on housing trends. He also 

stated he would be attending a Zoom meeting with Congressman Dean Philips regarding the 
second round of CARES Act Funding. 

 

13. FINANCIAL 
a. 2020 Year-end Bills 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve paper check numbers 23946-23983 
totaling $234,363.49. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
b. January Bills 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to approve electronic check numbers 3675E-
3702E and paper check numbers 23984-23994 for a grand total of $61,734.20. 

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
c. Monthly Balance Sheet 

Council reviewed. No action taken. 
 

d. Additional 2020 Year-end Transfer 
On a motion by Riley, seconded by Markham, to transfer $68,078 from the General Fund to the 

Capital Fund. Set aside for reroof of city buildings and painting the softball concession building. 

(101-41000-720 to 225-49000-39200.). 
A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
14. ADJOURN 

On a motion by Markham, seconded by Daniels, to adjourn at 8:52 p.m.      

A vote was taken by roll call. Motion carried with Elsen absent. 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 
___________________________   ___________________________ 

Mary K. Schneider, City Clerk Treasurer   Kent Koch, Mayor          


